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Remarks at a Victory 2004 Reception 
in Coral Gables, Florida 
April 23, 2004 


The President. Thank you all. Thank you 
Audience 
Four more years! Four more years 
The President. Thank 
ganar. Thank you all for coming. For thos« 
who don’t speak Spanish that savs: We’re 


going to win 


members. Four more years 


you Vamos a 


And one reason why is becaus« 
we've got such great support here in south 
Florida 

I can't 
tell you how grateful I am to see the grass 


I’m honored you all came out today 


roots so excited | Laught ) 

I picked a pretty good man to be the chair 
man of the State of Florida for my campaign 
mother. |Laughter| | 

‘Who do you think would be 
man to carry the Bush banner here in Flor 
ida?” She said, “Why don’t you turn to the 
Governor? Laughter| | Okay 
You've got a great Governor in the State of 


I consulted with my 


said the best 


said 


Florida He's a good man. He really makes 
us proud 

We had a great day today on the west coast 
of Florida. I was talking about how to in 
crease the wetlands so that our environment 
is stronger. I reminded Jeb that when I mak« 
a promise, I meant it When I said, “There’s 
not going to be any drilling offshore of Flor 
{ meant what I said 
to thank Armando 


Codina for his leadership He’s been a long 


ida,” 


I want my friend 
time friend, and I-thank him for convincing 
you all to support this candidacy and this 
I want to thank my friend Al Hof 


man and Al Cardenas 


campaign 


Today I've been spending some quality 
time with a Member of the United States 
Mario Diaz-Balart. Adonde esta 
Mario? Adonde esta? Thank you, Mario. I'm 
glad you brought your brother, Lincoln, here 


Congress, 


today too. Thank you, Lincoln. There’s Lin 


coln back there. And Ileana is with us today 


Adonde esta, Ileana? Ahi. Stand up, Teana 
Laughter}| 

These three Members of the Congress are 
strong and steadfast. They’ re great Members 
of the United States House of Representa 
tives. They care deeply for our country. They 
care deeply for a free Cuba. They've been 
strong supporters and I’m proud to call them 
friends 

I’m sorry that the First Lady isn’t traveling 
with me today 

Audience members. Aw-w-w'! 

The President. No, | know it—I know it 
She’s campaigning in Tennessee. Tennessee 
got the better deal. [Laughter] 

But I'm really proud of Laura. She is a 
fabulous wife, a wonderful mother, and a 
great First Lady for our country 

['m looking forward to the campaign. | 
really am. I look forward to bringing our mes- 
sage to the American people It's a positive 
message. It’s a hopeful message. It is an opti- 
mistic message of what I believe is possible 
I will campaign and present a vision to the 
American people as to how to win the War 
on terror and how to continue to spread free 
dom and peace throughout the world 

I will continue to campaign on a positive 
vision to make sure that we « xpand prosperity 
to all corners of our country so every single 
citizen has the chance to realize the great 
American Dream. I’m looking forward to the 
campaign. There’s no doubt in my mind we 
will carry Florida, and we will win on Novem 
ber the 2d 

I put together a great administration to 
serve the American people, people from all 
walks of life, men and women who care deep 
ly about the future of our Nation. And thank- 
fully, | have put together a good administra- 
tion, because we have been tested. We've 
shown the American people that we know 
how to lead 

Once you remember the history of the last 
3 vex 


urs—when we came to office, this coun- 


try was headed into a recession: the stock 
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market had begun to decline. But we acted 
We passed historic tax relief. We let pe ople 
ke ep more of their own money, and as a re- 
sult, the economy is strong, and it is growing 
stronge! 

When we came into office, we had to con- 
front corporate citizens who did not tell the 
truth to their shareholders and their « mploy- 
ees. It was a problem for our Nation, but 
We 


it is abundantly clear that we will not tolerate 


we acted passed tough laws. And now 
dishonesty in the boardrooms of America 

when Di k Che - 
Dick Cheney is 


President our country has 


When we came to office 


ind I came to office 
greatest Vice 
ever had. Mother heard me sav that one time 


Wait a 


But whe mn we Caliie 


ney 


the 


ind she 
Laughte 
military was growling dispirit d. It wasn't re- 
the SO 


strengthened our defense budget, and today 


said minute, buster 


to otfice, our 


ceiving resources it needed we 


no one can question the skill and the strength 
ind the spirit of the United States military 
And we were attacked on that Se pte mber 
in 2001. The 
of what we 
Thev hat 


shore 


| 


da’ enemy hit us They hit us 


See, we love free 
freedom The 
They declared 
America that day 
is what they got. We've been on the offensive 


this Wer them 


at a time to bring them to justic« 


bec LLLSé love 


dom enemy Came 
the 


and Wal 


to oul War on 


United States of 
iwainst enemy chasing 
down on 
We will use every at our disposal 
to pr America. And once again, this Na- 
tion 1s proud to lead the armies of liberation 
Fifty 
the 


resource 


tect 


now tree thanks to 


million people ire 


United States of America and our coali 


tion 
| h ive made 


| have 


American peopl and 


it clear where I stand 


} 1 
spoken cle arly to the 
to th 


world. And when I say something, | 


mean it. And that’s important for a leader 


It’s also important for a leader to understand 


the responsibilities of leadership. My job is 


to contront problems not to pass them on 


to future Presidents and future generations 


I'm looking forward to the campaign I'm 
looking forward to it. 'm running against a 
fellow who has been in Congress a long, long 


so long that he 


time s taken just about both 
Laughter 
He was for 


positions possible on every 1Ssue 
He was for the PATRIOT Act 
the No Child Left Behind Act 


was for 
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NAFTA. He was for the use of force in [raq 
Now he’s against the PATRIOT Act. He’s 
against NAFTA. He’s against the No Child 
Left Behind Act. He was against my decision 
in Iraq He’s been on both sides of just about 
every issue. If there was a third side possible 
he'd take it. [Laughter 

Not only have we confronted problems; we 
We've 


the American people. This economy of ours 


have delivered delivered results fon 


is growing stronger every day—every single 
Think what 

overcolne We've overcome 
We ve We've 


| 
come recession. Yet I can tell you, the 


day about 


We ve 


Wal 


we ve overcome 
attacks 
overcome scandal over 
econ. 
omy is strengthening. GDP growth is strong 


Manutacturing activity is up. Homeowner 


ship is at the highest rate ever in American 
Mor 
th im evel be lore 
America 
Our economy is adding new jobs now 


had 


750,000 jobs since last August 


history minorities own a home today 
and that is positive news 
fol 
Re 
member, we 308,000 job increase in 
March Peo 
ple are finding work. Things are getting bet- 


ter We 


is improving That’s good news. That’s real 


acted, and as a result, this economy 
a od news 

But there’s more to do. One of the things 
that’s important for a person running for ol 
fice is to constantly talk about what we intend 
to do. See. I’ve 


our prosperity is lasting prospe rity. We've got 


got a vision to make sure 


we're a nation that doesn’t wall 
rest of the We 
reject economic isolationism. We must open 
U.S products 
you're good at something, you want to be 
in the For the 


ind lasting priority and pros 


, 
to make sure 


us off from the world must 


up markets for Listen, il 


selling things world sake of 
job creation 
perity, I will 
| S goods SO 


at hom« 


work to open up markets for 
pe ople Can find work right he re 
In order o make sure we have lasting pros 


we've got to have a legal system that 


Che re 


lawsuits that 


perity 
is fain s too many junk and frivolous 
penalize small-business owners 


America. We need tort In 


order to make sure that we have lasting pros- 


here in reform 


perity, weve got to do something about 
health Ca\&t What | 
will not do is allow the Federal Government 
to run the 


the cost of health care 


health care system of America 
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I'm for—I strongly support health savings 
accounts to empower consumers In America 
I'm for association health care plans to allow 
small businesses to pool risk, so they can bet 
ter afford insurance for their employe: s. And 
we need medical liability reform at the Fed 
eral Government 

We need an energy plan We nee d more 
energy in this country, and we can do so with 
out drilling off the coast of Florida. We’r 
too dependent on foreign sources of energy 
We 
need new technologies to make us less de 
pendent 


need to encourage conservation. We 
But one thing is for certain, we 
need to use the resources that are at our dis 
posal so that we're not dep ndent on fore ign 
] 

lasting 


sources of energy. For us to have 


the Congress needs to get me an 


prosperity 6 
energy bill to my desk this year 

In order to make sure we have lasting pros 
perity, we better make sure our folks ar edu 
cated. There’s all kinds of new jobs being 
created, and sometimes the skill sets of ow 
workers don’t match those jobs. Good edu 
cation, by the way, starts in the early grad S 

| passed the No Child Left Behind Act 
It’s a strong piece of legislation. It says that 
every child can learn; every child has the po 
tential to learn. We're going to stop this busi 
ness about children 


just shuffling ow 


through the schools. You see, what happe ns 
is, if you just give up on kids, like oftentimes 
happens, you wake up at the end and peopl 
You can't be 


a country with lasting prosperity unless every 


can’t read and write and add 


child learns to read and write and add and 
subtract. In return for Federal money, we're 
now insisting that States measure. See, we 
want to know. We child 


] 
they re 


want to know if a 
can read and write, and if they can’t 
going to get extra he Ip early. The No Child 
Left Behind Act is an important part of m il 
ing sure this country is literate and strong 
And as our economy grows and change 
we better make sure that our workers ar 
reeducated. | put out what we call the Jobs 
for the 


community colleges more actively) 


2Iist Century plan, which utilize 
It says to 
Fed 


train people for jobs 


the community colleges, “Here’s some 
eral help so you cat 
which actually exist.” Technology is changing 
our world. We'd better make sure our work 


ers have the skills to fill the jobs of the 21st 


33 68] 
century. If we want to have lasting prosperity 
we've got to have an education system that 
works, an education system that enables our 
workers to fill the jobs that are being created 
here in our country 

In order to make sure we have lasting pros 
perity, we need certainty in the Tax Code 
Listen, we did good work on the tax relief 
We increased the child credit. If 
you've got a family 


package 
we made it easier for 
We reduced the mar- 
riage penalty What kind of Tax Code is it 
We re 
not interested in penalizing marriage in 
We're 


marriage in America 


you to raise the family 
that penalizes marriage? [Laughter 


America interested in encouraging 

If you paid taxes, you ought to get relief 
Instead of trving to pi k or choose winners 
il you pay taxes, you get relief. The tax relief 
we passed helped our small businesses all 
across America It Was an incredibly lnipor- 
tant part of the vitality of our economy, be 
cause most new jobs are created by small 
businesses and entre preneurs. No the tax re 
lief we passed came at the right time. It’s 
working and in order to make sure we have 
lasting prosperity, we net d to make the tax 
relief permanent 

And finally, in order to make sure we have 


asting prosperity the Federal Government 


has got to be wise about how we spend vour 


money. See, it’s your money, not the Govern- 
money. We've 
how we spe nd it. We need fiscal discipline 
in Washington, DC. We need to be willing 


to set priorities and meet those priorities 


ment s got to be wise about 


The problem in the campaign, of course 
is that the tendency is to ove rpromise. My 
opponent has done a good job of that. He’s 
already promised over a trillion dollars of 
new spe nding. See, the temptation is to get 
n front of audiences and promise here and 
promise there. I’ve submitted a budget which 
cuts the He's 
be gun to make thos« promises There’s no 
audience that he’s not willing to make a 
promise in front ol 


deficit in half over 5 years 


But we're adding up the money. There's 
i trillion dollars, and he says he’s going 


to pay for it by taxing the rich. The probl m 


ovel 
is, there’s not enough money in taxing the 
rich to pay for the promises You know what 


t means he’s going to do? He’s going to tax 
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everybody in America. The good news is 
we're not going to let him, because I'm going 
to win in November 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. There are big differences 
in foreign policy, during the foreign policy 
debates. I've got a clear vision as to how to 
protect America and to spread freedom and 
We're still at 
we're still at war. It’s important for the 
President to understand the stakes 


stand the enemy 


peace throughout the world 
wal 
I under- 
They re 
coldblooded. They're trving to frighten us 


They're ruthless 
They re trying to shake our will. This country 


must be must be and 
never relent to the killers 

I will use all the tools at my disposal to 
protect America. We'll work with other na- 
We'll share intel- 
We'll 


do evi rything we can. My most solemn duty 


determined strong 


America 
We'll use our great military 


tions to protect 


lige nee 


is to protect America from the enemy. That's 
why I created the Department of Homeland 
security make 
borders are bette1 protected The 


to better share information 


sure our 
best wavy to protect America is to stay on the 


offensive, is to find them. There is no cave 
or hole deep enough to hide from justice of 
America 

We're making progress against Al Qaida 
Two-thirds of the known leaders have been 
captured or killed, and we'll get the rest of 
It's a time. It’s 
a matter of will and strength and determina- 
tion and time 


them with time matter ol 
I'm telling you, we've got a 
For those of you who have 
United States mili 
tary—for those of you with a loved one in 
the you tell them the 
in Chief is incredibly proud of their service 
to our Nation 

Right after September the 11th, I told the 
world that 
just 


fabulous military 
got a loved one in the 


military Commander 


if you harbor a terrorist, you're 


When the 


President says some thing he better mean it 


as guilty as the terrorist 


and the Taliban found out what 
meant. This was this barbaric crowd that 


I meant it 
we 


was running in Afghanistan. They were pro- 
viding safe haven for Al Qaida. They were 
providing training camps for Al Qaida. They 
not only did that, but they were incredibly 
repressive. Young girls were not able to gO 
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Afghanistan, but thanks to the 
United States and our coalition, not only is 


to school in 


America more secure, not only is the world 
to 
school, many of them for the first time in 
their life 

Another lesson of September the 11th is 
that when we see a threat overseas, we must 
take it seriously When we see 


more secure, but young girls now go 


a gathering 
threat, we can no longer hope oceans protect 
us from harm’s way. I looked at the intel- 
ligence and saw a threat in Iraq The United 
States Congress looked at the same intel- 
ligence, and they saw a threat in [raq. The 
United Nations Security Council looked at 
the intelligence and it saw a threat in Iraq. 

I took the threat seriously as your Presi- 
dent. I knew the world had changed after 
September the 11th. I took the threat seri- 
ously because not 
only the intelligence said something, but Sad- 


I remembered the facts 
dam Hussein used weapons of mass destruc- 
tion on his own people Saddam Hussein in- 
Sad- 
dam Hussein paid suiciders to kill Israelis 


vaded countries in his neighborhood 


Saddam Hussein had ties to terrorist organi 
zations. I took the threat seriously and went 
to the United Nations Security Counc il 

I said the United Nations 
For nearly a decade 


to Security 


Council vou have said 
to Saddam Hussein to disarm, and now is 
the time for your words to mean something 
we will lead 
a coalition to do so.” The United Nations Se- 
curity Council, if you remember, acted. On 


a 15 to nothing vote, they sent this clear mes- 


But if you won't disarm him 


‘Disarm, or face 
Saddam 
once again, decided to deceive the world. So 
I was presented with a choice: Either trust 
the word of 
Given that 


every time 


sage to Saddam Hussein 


serious 


consequences Hussein, 


a madman or defend America 


choice, I will defend America 
My opponent voted for the use of force 
in Iraq. He just didn’t support my decision 
to get rid of Saddam Hussein. Perhaps he 
was hoping that Saddam would lose the next 
election. | Laughter] 
We acted. We acted, and there are 


longer mass graves and torture rooms and 


no 


rape rooms in Iraq. We acted. Because we 
acted, Libya got the message and have now 


voluntarily decided to disarm. Because we 
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acted, freedom is rising in the heart of the 
Middle East 


is more peaceful and America is more secur 


Because we acted, the world 

There is a debate going on about when 
the President take to defend 
America we'll build coalitions 


must wchon 


Listen ind 


There’s over 30 [raq 


helping us now. We've got nations in Afghan 


we have nations in 
istan he Iping us. We’re working closely with 
our friends and allies who understand the 
stakes 

But let me make this very clear to you 
leaders of other nations 


I will never allow 


national security issues of 


to determine the 
America. We have tough work in Iraq. It’s 
been tough weeks for America. It’s been 


] 
loved 


tough weeks for those who have got 
ones in the [raq theater. And there’s a reason 
why, because we're making progress toward 
and the 
They 
They'll kill anybody in their way in 


try to get us to leave 


freedom enemies of freedom want 


, 
to stop us want to shake our will 


orcde r to 


But the stakes are too high for us to | 

You see, a free 
society will be a pe aceful society. A fre 
etv in the heart of the Middle East will begin 
the better. No 


they're trying to shake our will, but America 


This is an historic moment 


SOC! 
to change the world fon 


will never be run out of Iraq by a bunch 


of thugs and killers 
] 


We will ke ep our word to the [raqi peopl 


| 


There are thousands in 


freedom. Sec 


lraq who long 


America s ¢ 
to the world Almightv’s 


to each man and woman in this world 


freedom is not 
freedom is the 
That’s what we hold dear 


what We belie Ve 


here in America. That’s something we will 


And therefore the United 


States and our brave troops and allies will 


never torteit 


continue impk 


will win this 


continue on the offensive 


menting our strategy, and we 
essential battle in the war against the terror 
ists 

We believe 
but we believe in freedom in our own neigh 


borho« rd My 


words for my policy 


’ 
in freedom not only in 


[raq 


foreign policv—I've got two 


two words for my for 


eign policy for Cuba: Cuba Libre! 


Audience members. Viva Bush! Viva 
Bush! Viva Bush! 
The President. We will keep the pressure 


on the tyrant. We want the peopl of Cuba 
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to hear this message loud and clear: We will 
make no concessions to tvranny: we believe 
strongly in freedom: we will insist upon their 
human rights, their God-given rights; we 
stand strongly with the freedom fighters and 
the island of Cuba 

and 
free Haiti. Our quest for freedom is around 


As well we believe in a democratic 
the world. Good foreign policy is a foreign 
policy that insists upon freedom in our own 
neighborhood. Good foreign policy is a policy 
that insists upon freedom in parts of the 
world where there’s hatred and the lack of 
hope. That’s why I will continue to work, so 
long as I'm President, for a vision of peace 
based upon the cornerstone of free societies 
and we will succeed 

And finally 
culture which says that each of us is respon- 
sible for the see 
I want to he Ip to change the culture from 
If it feels good 


I will continue to work for a 


decisions we make in life 


one that has said just go 


ahead and do it,” and “If you've got a prob- 


lem. blame somebody else.” to a culture in 


which each of us understands we're re spon 
sible for what we do 

Se e 
responsible for loy ing your ¢ hild with all your 
heart 
most solemn and important responsibility to 


if you're a mother or a father, vou’re 


Phat’s your responsibility. It is your 


love you! childre Ih If you re worried about 
the quality of the education in the commu- 
nity in whi h you live you re re sponsible lor 
doing something about it 
that Washington, D¢ 


involved with vour 


Just don't hope 
solves problems Get 
Miami 
Florida, and insist upon quality of education 


child 


you re in corporate America, if you're a CEO 


SC hools here Ith 


for each Support your teachers. If 
you're responsible for telling the truth to 
your shareholders and your employees 

And finally 


of us is re sponsible for loving our neighbor 


in a responsibility era, each 
just like we'd like to be loved ourselves. Lis- 
ten, the strength of this country is the citizens 
of this country the hearts and souls of the 
pe ople That’s the true strength of America 
We rea compassionate nation We rea de- 
cent nation. We're a nation of many people 
bound by freedom and a nation of any peo- 
ple who care deeply about their neighbor 

[ met Donna Huck today when I got to 
the airport. She’s a volunteer. She’s a soul 
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who said, “What can I do to make my com- 
munity a better place?” So she works at the 
Children’s Hospital here. She cares about 
children. She’s lending her love to help heal 
the broken heart of the sick 
he re 


I call to you 
in Miami, as I do around America, and 
feed 


the hungry, mentor children provide shelter 


sav. “If vou want to serve your Nation 


for the homeless, reach out to the lonely, and 
together, we can change America one heart 
No the 


strength of this country is the great people 


one conscience, one soul at a time 

of America, and it is my high honor to be 

the President of such a fantastic country 
Thanks for coming. May God bless. Thank 


you ill very muc h 


NOTI The President spoke wt 5:3] 
Hvatt Regency Hotel 
to Gov 


at the 
referred 


p-™ 
In his re marl S he 

Jeb Bush of Florida; Al Hoffman, finance 
National Committes \l 


former chair, Re public an Party of Flor 


chairman Republi in 
(Cardenas 
ida Representatives Lincoln Diaz-Balart and 
leana Ros Lehtine n ol Florida 


ve ve 
Mitial 


former President 
Hussein of Iraq ind President Fidel Cas 


tro of Cuba. This item was not received in time 


lor publi ition in the ippropriat ISSUE 


Proclamation 7775—Jewish Heritage 
Week, 2004 
\pril 23, 2004 


By thee Pre side nt of the Unite d States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Jewish Heritage Week commemorates the 
of the 
many contributions Jewish Americans have 
Nation marks the 
50th anniversary of the first permanent Jew- 
ish settlement in North America 
New York. We 


courage and perseverance ol 


rich history Jewish people and the 


made to our This yea 


in what is 


known today as honor the 


thes Jewish 


immigrants and their descendants, and we 


celebrate their steadfast dedication to the 
ideals that make America strong 
Through their stories of tragedy and sur- 


vival, the Jewish people demonstrate their 


unyielding faith and share with us the impor- 
tant truth that even in the face of terrible 
tragedy hope endures. Many Jews came to 
America in search of a land of freedom and 
opportunity, and we must work to preserve 
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their stories for future generations. The les- 
sons of these stories are timeless and help 
guide us through the challenges ahead 

Over the past three and a half centuries, 
Jewish Americans have helped shape the his- 
tory and culture of our Nation. As scientists, 
physicians, social workers, educators, artists 
businessmen, and in many other professions, 
contributed to the 
strength of our country. Their commitment 


Jewish citizens have 
to religious freedom, respect for diversity, 
and belief in democracy have enriched our 
society and helped make America a better 
place for all. During this historic time, we 
are particularly grateful for the many Jewish 
Their 
efforts help advance the cause of freedom 
and provide 


} 
Americans who serve in our military 


hope for people around the 
world 

As we observe Je wish Heritage Week, we 
remember the proud legacy and determina 
tion of the Jewish people and their strong 
dedication to faith, family, and service 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of 
of the authority vested in me by 
laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 25 through 
May 2, 2004, as Jewish Heritage Week. I call 
upon all Americ ans to observe this week with 
appropriate programs that 
highlight and honor the contributions Jewish 


America 
by virtue 


the Constitution and 


and activities 
Americans have made to our Nation 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-third day of April, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand four, and 
of the Inde pe ndence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-« ighth 


George W. Bush 


Office of the 
April 26, 2004 


Filed with the 


11:27 a.m 


Federal Register 


NOTI 
fice of the Press Secretary on April 24 and it was 


published in the Federal Register on April 27 


his pro lamation was released by the Of 


The President’s Radio Address 
April 24, 2004 
This week I celebrated 


Earth Day by traveling to Maine and Florida 
to visit some of this Nation’s vital wetlands 


Good morning 
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From the Gulf of Maine to the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, Americans are blessed to live amid many 
incredible wonders of nature 

We no longer take those wonders for 
granted. We understand our responsibilities 
to the natural world to conserve and make 
better what we have been given. Wetlands 
are among our most important natural re- 
sources. They provide a habitat for wildlife 
trap pollution reduce the impact of floods 
and prov ide recreational opportunities 

For many years, our Nation has sought to 
slow the loss of our wetlands. We’ve made 
tremendous progress. And on Earth Day, I 
was proud to announce a new goal: Instead 
of just limiting our losses, we will expand the 
wetlands of America 

To accomplish this objective, my adminis 
tration will work to restore, improve and 
protect at least 3 million acres of wetlands 
over the next 5 years. This new wetlands pol 
icy reflects an enduring national commit- 
ment, carried forward by both parties, to pro 
tecting the environment 

We're taking action to ensure cleaner ait 
Since Congress passed the Clean Air Act of 
1970, major air pollutants have been reduced 
by nearly 50 percent. My administration is 


building on that progress by implementing 


smarter ways to raise standards and improve 
air quality 

The clean air interstate rule, based on the 
Clear Skies legislation I sent to Congress last 
year, will reduce the major Causes of ozone 
and fine particles by 70 percent. This rule 
employs a market-based approach called 
“cap and trade” to reduce air pollution that 
crosses State borders 

We're also completing an important new 
rule to remove sulfur from diesel fuels. Just 
as regulations to remove lead from gasoline 
have helped cut pollution in the 1970s, our 
new diesel rule will reduce harmful emis- 
sions from generators, tractors, and other 
diesel vehicles 

Finally, we are regulating mercury emis- 
sions from powerplants for the first time 
ever. Under our new proposal, mercury 
emissions will be cut by approximately 70 
percent 

All these rules are based on sound science 
and good economics, and they will help every 


American breathe cleaner air. 
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We also have a responsibility to be good 
stewards of the land. Two years ago, I signed 
legislation to clean up more of the aban- 
doned and polluted industrial sites known as 
brownfields. Between 2001 and 2003, we re- 
stored over 1,000 brownfields to usable con- 
dition, more than were restored in the pre- 
vious 7 years. Our efforts have opened usable 
land for small businesses and residents in 
hundreds of communities across the country 
and created more than 25,000 jobs in cleanup 
and redevelopment 

Another critical environmental priority is 
the health of our Nation’s forests. In recent 
years, millions of acres of forests, rangeland 
and communities have been destroyed by 
wildfires. So last December, I signed the 
Healthy Forest Restoration Act to reduce the 
risk of fire, save lives and property, and im- 
prove the health of our forests. The law 
opens millions of acres of forest land to vital 
thinning projects. And by expediting the en- 
vironmental review process and directing 
courts to consider long-term threats to forest 
health, the law allows us to protect more ol 
our Nation's precious forests 

In the past three decades, America has 
made great strides in honoring the ideal of 
conservation and living by high standards of 
stewardship environ- 
mental efforts uphold that legacy In the past 
+ years, America’s air, land, and water have 


My administration’s 


all gotten cleaner. Our new proposals build 
on that progress and help us advance toward 
our national goal of a cleaner, safer, healthier 
environment 

Thank you for listening 


Norte: The address was recorded at 4:35 p.m. on 
April 22 in the Cabinet Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 24. The tran- 
script was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on April 23 but was embargoed 
The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 


for release until the broadcast 


transcript of this address 
Message on the Observance of 


Armenian Remembrance Day, 2004 
April 24, 2004 


On this day, we pause in remembrance of 
one of the most horrible tragedies of the 20th 
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century, the annihilation of as many as 1.5 
million Armenians through forced exile and 
murder at the end of the Ottoman Empire 
This terrible event remains a source of pain 
for people in Armenia and Turkey and for 
all those who believe in freedom, tolerance, 
and the dignity of every human life. I join 
with my fellow Americans and the Armenian 
community in the United States and around 
the world in mourning this loss of life 

The United States is proud of the strong 
ties we share with Armenia. From the end 
of World War I and again since the reemer- 
gence of an independent Armenian state in 
1991, our country has sought a partnership 
with Armenia that promotes democracy, se- 
curity cooperation, and free markets. Today, 
our Nation remains committed to a peace 
settlement in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict 
and is grateful for Armenia’s continuing co- 
operation in the war on terror. By advancing 
understanding and goodwill, free nations can 
help build a brighter future for the world 
Our country seeks to help Armenia expand 
relations with the United States 
and our European allies 


its strategi 

Generations of Armenian Americans have 
also stre ngthened our communities and en- 
riched our Nation’s character. By preserving 
their heritage, faith, and traditions, Armenian 
Americans enhance the diversity that makes 
America great 

I commend individuals in Armenia and 
Turkey who have worked to support peace 
including through the 


and reconciliation 


Turkish-Armenian Reconciliation Commis- 
sion, and call on Armenia and Turkey to re- 
store their economic political, and cultural 
ties. I also send warm wishes and expressions 
of solidarity to the Armenian people on this 


solemn day of remembrance 


George W. Bush 


NOTI An 


verification of the content of this message 


original was not available for 
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Remarks to the American Association 
of Community Colleges Convention 
in Minn -apolis, Minnesota 


April 26, 2004 


Thanks the 


thanks for letting me come by and share 


tor warm welcome Jessie, 


some thoughts. You picked a great place to 
have a convention. What a great city Min- 
neapolis is 

I- Jessie s right. I spend a lot of time at 
the community colleges around the country 
because I see the community college system 
in America as such a hopeful place a place 
where people can gain the skills necessary 
to become employable, a place where people 
the — skills to 
dreams The community college Ss) stem Is ac- 


cessible, and it’s affordable, and it’s flexible 


can gain necessary realize 


It’s a major asset of our country, and I want 
to thank those of you who are here who are 
the 


around the country 


leaders in community college system 
[ want to thank you for 
your dedication. I want to thank you for your 
spirit. | want to thank you for your vision 
and I'm here to Sa) thanks on behalf ot all 
of America 

Not only do I want to talk about the role 
of community colleges in our society today 
but I want to talk about the role of commu- 
nity colleges in the out-years as we promote 
a new innovation. 


generation of American 


I'm going to talk about the need for us to 
develop an energy policy that 1S based upon 
new technologies, new hopes, that will en- 
able us to become less reliant upon foreign 
sources of energy and, at the same time, con- 
tinue to improve our environment. | 
to talk about the use 
nology to linprove medicine and to make 
sure we keep the patients at the heart of the 
health care system. And I want to talk about 
affordable that 


America can stay on the leading edge of tech- 


want 
of information tech- 


broadband technology so 
nological change 
First, Jess, thanks for leading this august 


group. He’s Tejano. Nothing better to be in 
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the presence of a Tejano. Jess told me com- 
ing in here that—I asked him where he was 
He said, “Southern California.” He 
said he didn’t spe ak English when he came 
five. His dad had big 
dreams for him, and here he 
introducing the 


raised 
to America at age 
is, years later 
President of the United 
States in perfect English. It speaks to the 
great hope of America, doesn’t it? It speaks 
to our great society that says to Jess dad 
‘You can realize your dream here. You can 
raise your son. Your son Can be educated and 
rise to an important position in making sure 
America is an educated society.” Jess, I ap- 
preciate your determination, but I really ap- 
preciate the determination of your good fa- 
ther to see that vou have a chance to succeed 
in the greatest Nation on the face of the 
Earth 

I want to thank George Boggs, the presi 
dent and CEO of the American 
of Community Colleges 


Association 
for hosting us. I 
know you're going to honor my friend Rich 
Carmona, who is the U.S. Surgeon General 
Rich is a graduate of the community colleg 
He’s 


a heck of a good job for us. 'm proud that 


system an interesting guy. He’s doing 
he has agreed to serve our Nation, and I’m 
proud of the fact that you're honoring him 
And who 


ever the judges are to decide that Rich was 


You've made a really wise choice 


the right person congratulations on such 
good judgment. [Laughter 

I want to thank the Governor 
joined us today The Governor is a backer 


W ho has 


of the community college here in 


Minnesota 


system 
is doing a 
State 
I'm proud you're here, Governor. Thank vou 
for coming 

I also want to thank Norm Coleman, the 
United States Senator. He flew down with 
me today on Air Force One. I'm not sug- 
gesting he 


ride . 


Governor Pawlenty 


great job for the people of this and 


was looking for a comfortable 
(laughter| —but he got one. [Laughter 
State 
of Minnesota well, as are Jim Ramstad and 


Mark Kennedy, Members of the United 


He's a good fellow who's serving the 


States Congress. I really appreciate you all 
taking your time to come and honor the 
crowd here today with your presence 

I want to thank the speaker of the house, 
the majority leader of the statehouse here 
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in Minnesota for coming. I want to thank all 
the State and local officials who are here 
It’s awfully nice for you to come out and 
spend a little quality time with your Presi- 
dent. | Laughter | 

[ want to congratulate the 2004 New Cen- 
tury Scholars who are with us today. Thanks 
for aiming high. Thanks for working hard. 
Thanks for setting standards. And congratula- 
tions on achieving one goal in what | hope 
isa productive and happy life 

I also met a woman lady today named 
Melissa DuBose. She is a high school stu- 
dent. She showed up at the airport and she’s 
there because I love to herald soldiers in the 
army of compassion. I love to point out to 
people these heroic stories of citizens who 
are trying to make the community and world 
a better place 
oftentimes we talk about the 
strength of America, and one of our strengths 


You know 
IS OUI military I intend to keep it strong 
Another strength is the fact that we're a 
wealthy nation, and that’s good. That’s im- 
portant But the true strength of the country 
is the hearts and souls of our citizens. That’s 
strength of Our 
a Compassionate 
nation where people have heard a universal 
call to love a neighbor like you'd like to be 
loved yourself 


the real America real 


strength is because we're 


Melissa DuBose is such a person She trav- 
els to Honduras to help people in orphan- 
ages. What a lovely spirit that is, isn’t it, a 
high student 


here in Minnesota 
t 


spre ading love and compassion fo! those who 


school 


need it in Honduras. Melissa is just one ex 
ample of many in this community who help 
feed the hungry, find shelter for the home- 
less, mentor a child, or helping to change 
our country and our world one soul at a time 
I don't know where Melissa is. Where are 
you, Melissa? There you are. Why don’t you 
stand up Thanks for coming, and God bless 
your work 

We have the strongest economy of any 
major industrialized nation in the world. And 
that is—it’s an amazing statement, when you 
think about what this economy and our coun- 
try has been through. And the reason | bring 
that up is because I know how important the 
entrepreneurial spirit is. | know how impor- 
tant education is to the future of this country, 
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and I believe it was the spirit of America and 
our education system, in part, that helped 
us overcome the challenges we face 

We faced a recession. And those are tough 
times, obviously. They're tough times for 
workers looking for work. They're a tough 
time for small-business owners who are WOr- 
ried about whether or not there will be cap- 
ital available to expand. It was a very difficult 
period 

There will be an argument as about why 
the recession was shallow. Of course, I be- 
lieve it was shallow because people had more 
money in their pocket to spend which made 
the 


American history 


recession one of the most shallow in 
And then, as we were recovering from that 
the 


enemy hit us, and that obviously affected us 


recession and a stock market decline 


Our economy lost nearly one million jobs in 
just 3 months after the attacks. Remember, 
the stock market shut airplanes 


weren't flying. It was a very difficult period 


down 


It was also difficult for our psychology be 
cause it was the first time we realized that 
we were a battlefield 

at least us 
thought that 


oceans would protect us from harm’s way. 


For vears, when we grew up 
- | 


baby boomers grew up—we 
And then we learned a solemn lesson on that 
We 


enemy which hates us because of what we 


day learned the lesson that there is an 


stand for. Because we love freedom, because 
we value freedom, because we work for free 
societies, there’s an enemy which is willing 
to inflict harm. The enemy also is the kind 
of enemy we've really never faced before be- 
cause they're willing to kill innocent women 
and children and men of all religions in order 
to altect our psychology 

So September the 11th was a tough hurdle 
to overcome. We will overcome it because 
and we will 
overcome it by staying on the offensive and 
bringing these killers to justice before they 
harm America again 


we're a strong, resolute nation 


And as we were recovering from that, we 
faced corporate s¢ andal. I don’t know if you 
remember the period ; that we 
were beginning to recover, and CEOs in cor- 
porate America didn’t tell the truth, which 
shook the confidence of this country. In 


I clearly do 


other words, thes« people weren't respon- 
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sible citizens. They didn’t tell the truth to 
shareholders They didn’t tell the truth to 
employees, and it hurt. We passed tough 


laws. We said, “There will be a consequence 


if you're not a responsible CEO in corporate 
America.” We made it clear that we’re not 
going to tolerate dishonesty in the board- 
rooms of America, and the people in America 
are now beginning to see justice being done 

But that hurdle. And 
then, as you know, I made a decision to pro- 
tect the country against further harm. One 
of the lessons of September the 11th is, is 


we've overcome 


that when we see threats, we must deal with 
them before they fully materialize. That's one 
of the lessons that our country must never 
forget about September the 11th. We can't 
hope a problem goes away anymore. We 
must deal with it 

See, my most important job is to protect 
the country. That’s my most solemn duty, to 
make sure as best as we possibly can that 
the harm done to our citizens doesn’t happen 
again. I saw a threat in Iraq The Congress 
looked at the same intelligence and saw a 
threat. The United Nations Security Council 
looked at the same intelligence, and they 
said, “There’s a threat.” 

So I went in front of the U.N. and said, 
“Why don’t we do something about it now? 
The man has ignored you for 10 years. For 
the sake of world peace, why don’t we do 
something about it?” People felt that way, 
of course, because he had used weapons of 
mass destruction on his own people They 
remembered that. They remembered he in- 
vaded his neighborhood. They remembered 
he paid suiciders to go kill Jewish people. 
They knew that he had relations with terror- 
ists. We all saw a threat, and he hid. He said, 
“No, I'm not going to listen to the demands 
of the free world.” So faced with trusting a 
madman and hoping for the best or working 
I will 
always make the decision to keep America 


secure 


to make sure America’s more secure 


We're 
acting to make sure the country is secure, 
and it’s hard work. Our military is performing 
brilliantly. We must defeat enemy there so 
we don't have to face them here. But we're 
working for something bigger than just secu- 
rity, short-term security. We're working for 


And that’s what we’re doing today 
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free society in [raq. You see, a free society 
is a peaceful society. A free society in the 
midst of a region of the world where there’s 
hatred and intolerance will be a historic mo- 
ment for change for the better 

I shared a story the other day during a 
press conference where I talked about a din 
ner I had with Prime Minister Koizumi of 
Japan, and we're eating Kobe beef. I don’t 
know whether it’s grown here in Minnesota 
or not—real good. And it dawned on me in 
the course of our conversation that had we 
not gotten the peace right after World War 
Il that I don’t think | 
wouldn't have been sitting with the Prime 
Minister of Japan talking about how to make 
the Korean Peninsula more peaceful. See 
we're talking about North Korea. We’re talk 
ing about the dangers of the North Korean 
dictator having a nuclear weapon, what it 
And then it 
dawned on me in the course of the conversa- 


it’s possible I 


would mean for world peace 


tion that one of these days, an American 
President will sit down with a duly elected 
leader in [rag—trom Iraq, to talk about how 
to bring peace to that troubled part ol the 
world 

These are historic times. It’s a historic op- 
portunity to spread peace and freedom. I be 
lieve that freedom is not 


the world 


Americas gilt to 
Freedom is the almighty God’s 
gift to each man and woman in this world 
and free societies will be pe ace ful societies 

The reason I brought that up is I want 
to put it in perspective, put these statistics 
in perspective. The economy is strong, and 
it’s getting stronger. We've overcome a lot 
I happen to believe it’s because of pre growth 
economic issues but I also know it’s because 
the entrepreneurial spirit is strong, the small- 
business sector of America is strong, and 
there’s great opportunities in this country 
Retail sales are strong. Interest rates are low 
Homeownership is at the highest rate ever 
which is a fantastic statistic, when you think 
about it 

I mean, ours is a society in which we en- 
courage people to own something. When you 
own something, you have a vital stake in the 
future of the country. We want more people 
owning their own home. The minority home- 
ownership gap, while it still exists, is getting 
better. We want everybody to own a home, 


Apr 


26 689 


not just a few, not just those who live in sub- 
urban America. We want homeownership to 
be a vital part of the future of our country 

Durable good orders are up Industrial 
production in the first quarter rose at the 
fastest pace in nearly 4 years In other words, 
things are getting better. There’s renewed 
confidence. When people invest in equip- 
ment, it makes—it means it’s more likely 
somebody is going to find work, and that’s 
what’s happening. There are new jobs avail- 
able 

But the problem we face in the short term 
in America is some workers do not have the 
skills necessary to fill the new jobs There 
are jobs being created during this period of 
And yet, there are will- 
ing workers who don’t have the skill set nec- 
essary to fill those jobs. And I think you'll 
find in different communities around the 
country, there are people looking for nurses 


economic transition 


or teaching or different technology fields of 
technology 

And you know who knows this best? The 
community college system understands. it 
best. You know, the people closest to the situ- 
ation in each community are those who can 
best devise a strategy to meet the growing 
demand for workers and the need to make 
sure the workers have the appropriate skill 
sets 

I was in Forsyth County Community Col- 
lege in North Carolina, where former textile 
workers are now getting the skills to work 
in biotechnology There’s these people, 
worked in one industry; the industry became 
Government 
stepped in and helped. As you know, there’s 


noncompetitive; and the 


ample programs for worker displacement 


monies to help pay for community college 

But the most important thing that hap- 
pened was that the community college ad- 
ministrators went to the local employers and 
said, “What do you need? If you're looking 
for workers, what do you need?” And the; 
changed curriculum to meet the needs of the 
employers in that community, and people are 
now getting the skills necessary to work. 

The River Community College in Florida 
is opening a new center next May to provide 
cutting-edge training in robotics, in lasers, 
and phototonic technology. In other words, 
there’s a demand for these kind of workers, 
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and what the community college system does 
is it provides a fantastic opportunity for job 
training, for new educational opportunities 
In Illinois and Ohio, community colleges 
have joined efforts to train workers to fill 
high-tech jobs in the manufacturing sector. 

So the first thing I want to say is, thanks 
for what you’re doing to make America a 
more hopeful place Thanks for pre widing an 
opportunity for somebody who says, “The job 
to work in 


transitioned out as our economy changes,” 


I used is beginning to be 
and Help me get the skill sets necessary to 
be « mployable 

I'll never forget meeting a lady in the Mesa 
Community College. And she was a graphic 
design artist, and she wanted to gain skills 
She 
understood that with education, you become 


necessary to get—make more money 
a more productive worker. She also said 
understood that productivity increases means 
higher pay. And so she went to the commu- 
nity college. She got an associate’s degree 
She got out. She got employed by a high- 
tech company And she made more in her 
first year in her new job than she had made 
in her last year as a graphic artist 

See, not only does the community college 
system help somebody get employed they 
help somebody to be come a more productive 
And there’s a lot of talk about pro 


ductivity in our society. Productivity provides 


worke I 


interesting and important challenges. First of 
all, the more productive your workforce is, 
See 


if a worker can produce more 


the faster your economy has to grow 
if you've got 
goods and services pel hour than in the past 
the economy 
And it’s 


in order to add new workers 
has to grow faster than produc tivity 
a challenge 

And that’s why we can’t become isolated 
from the rest of the world. We've got to re- 
ject economic isolationism. That’s why we’ve 
got to have good legal policy That’s how 
we've got to make sure that the small-busi- 
ness sector is vibrant. That’s why we've got 
to make sure the entrepreneurial spirit is 
strong 

But it also is the reason why the commu- 
nity colleges are important for the future. Be- 
cause if productivity is necessary for employ- 
ment, it is the community college which 
helps the citizen become more productive. 
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But it’s also the community college which 
helps a citizen make more money. Produc- 
tivity increases lift the standard of living for 
citizens in our country. After all, since 2001, 
the after-tax 
climbed by 


income of Americans has 
10 percent—over 10 percent 
Part of it has to do—is our workforce is more 
productive and the people of the community 
college system are making a vital contribu- 
tlon 

and 
and I'm going to talk about three 


wavs to do so 


Now, as we encourage innovation 
change 
but as we do so, as we make 
sure America can compete in the world by 
fostering new technologies, it is always im- 
portant to remember the vital role education 


plays in our society. I mean technologies 
change, but the vital role of education never 
changes 

And it starts with making sure that when 
somebody goes to a community college they 
can actually read and write and add and sub- 
tract, which is why we've got to get it right 
in the early grades in America. The No Child 
Left Behind Act is a vital, important piece 
of legislation, and I'll tell you why. For the 
first time, in return for Federal money, we 
have asked this fundamental question: Can 
you read and write and add and subtract? 
Are you teaching our children the basics? 
We've increased Federal spending by 49 per- 
cent for public schools since I got sworn in 
And what’s changed is, we’re now saying, 
“Show us whether or not a child can read 
and show us early 

Now, if you believe every child can read, 
then you're willing to ask the question, 
“Show us if they can read.” If you believe 
they can’t, then you're willing to accept a sys 


tem that just quits on kids early and shuffles 
them through 


parents who may not speak English as a first 


And guess who gets hurt 


It's easy to 
“difficult 
and say, “Let's 


language inner-city black kids 

walk into a classroom full of kids 
they call them 
don’t measure. Let’s just move them through 


to educate 


and hope we get it right 

See, I think that’s backwards. I think our 
society has got to challenge what I call the 
soft bigotry of low expectations. I think we've 
got to raise the bar for every single child 
And the best way to determine whether or 
not we are succeeding is to insist that States 
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measure, to show us whether or not a child 
is literate 

I've heard every excuse in the book about 
not measuring. “Oh, you can’t teach the test 
You can teach a child to read, and they can 
pass a literacy test. “Oh, you know, we're 
testing too much.” How do you know wheth- 
er or not a child is moving through the system 


and can’t read if you're not willing to say 
“Let’s be accountable”? 

Now, I think accountability is the corner- 
stone for making sure that we have a literate 
In the No Child Left Behind Act 


there’s money available to help students 


society 


early, before it’s too late. We have got to stop 
this business about social promotion. We've 
got to be able to say, “Here’s a problem Let's 
solve it early Let’s make sure there’s addi- 
tional money to focus on the kids so we don’t 
have a pipeline full of illiterate children.” No 
the No Child Left Behind Act is raising the 
bar and raising the standards, because I be 
lieve and I know you believe every child has 
the potential to learn 

Now, you've got to recognize there are 
some kids who have been shuffled through 
and that’s why we need intensive interven- 
tion in middle schools and high schools. And 
so I'm working with Congress to pass the 
Striving Reader and Math Initiative program 
and that’s a fancy word for saying we're going 
to intervene quickly with struggling middle- 
class—middle grade and high school 
dents. Listen, you can’t 


stu- 
in a community col 
lege system, expect to be able to do you 
job if you spend a lot of time on remedial 
reading programs. We've got to get it right 
early, and we will get it right early 

And at the same time, in order to make 
sure that we've got the skill sets necessary 
for what is a changing world and a changing 
economy we need to focus on math and 
science in our public schools And we ve got 
a shortage of teachers in the public schools 
and so we've laid out a program to encourage 
scientists and engineers from the private sec- 
tor to teach in the public school 

We've got to the Act, 
which is a vocational training program, which 
didn’t emphasize the skills necessary to fill 
the jobs of the 21st century; it emphasized 
one aspect of job training. But there needs 
to be math and science as a part of the Per- 


reform Perkins 


Apr. 26 


691 


kins Act of the vocational training, so that 
the citizens who are coming out of high 
school can be worked with to make them 
available for the jobs of the 21st century. 
The Pell grant program is a vital part of 
making sure that people have the skill set 
necessary for the jobs of the 21st century 
My budget increases the number of students 
receiving Pell grants. We’ve increased the 
number by a million since I took office. Four 
hundred thousand of those, 40 percent of 
those, are for the community college system 
here in America. Pell grants are a vital aspect 
meet our funda- 
mental obligations to provide people the 
skills necessary for the jobs that will be avail- 
able. I proposed an extra $1,000 per year in 


of making sure that we 


enhanced Pell grant scholarships for students 
who take a rigorous high school curriculum. 
In other words, there ought to be incentives 
for people to do better. We ought to be rais- 
ing that bar, not lowering the bar 

We ought to be increasing standards. We 
ought to be expecting the best of every stu- 
dent in America. I proposed a Presidential 
Math and Science Scholarship Fund to give 
scholarships in those fields to low-income 
students. In other words, what I’m telling you 
is, is that in order for us to be a society which 
is able to compete, in elementary school and 
in high school, we must raise the standards 

As well we must support our community 
college systems. The community college sys- 
tems provide great opportunity for people to 
go from high school to community college 
to a higher education. That's important The 
community college system also provides 
great opportunity for people who never went 
to college, who have worked, to go back and 
get a degree in order to help make them- 
selves more productive. 

And so, as Jessie mentioned, I proposed 
to Congress a $250-million program to help 
community colleges form partnerships with 
local businesses. This is a practical way to 
help people find work. It’s a practical Way 
to make sure the skill set matches the jobs 
of the 21st century. I think this will help train 
100,000 more people a year. It’s a way to 
keep America on the leading edge of change. 
You can’t change as a society if you don't 
have a workforce that is capable of working 
in the new jobs of the 21st century. That's 
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what I’m telling you, and the community col- 
lege system provides the capacity for us to 
have the skill sets necessary In our workers 

I know many of you have been involved 
with the Workforce Investment Act. It needs 
to be changed. Listen to this statistic. We 
spend $4 billion a year on the Workforce In- 
vestment Act and pay—that money paid for 
training for about 200,000 adults. It 
doesn’t seem like we're getting. 


about 
something 
may be wrong there. |Laughter| We can do 
a better job with the money we're spending. 

So I laid out a reform package, that we've 
got to give States more flexibility. You see, 
flexibility means you’re more able to match 
you hear me say that; I'm going to keep say- 
ing it until we get it right here in America, 
until you match the willing worker with the 
skill sets necessary to be employed. That's 
what flexibility means. If you're inflexible in 
your system, it means you miss Opportunity; 
it means you're not able to design a cur- 
riculum that meets the needs of the local 
community. It means that opportunity goes 
by. There needs to be a strict cap on over- 
head costs. If you’re spending $4 billion and 
200,000 are trained, some of it is not going 
for the worker. It may be going to pay admin- 
istrative costs. And there needs to be a strict 
cap 

We need to make 
sults 


sure there are clear re- 
You've heard me talk about results in 
the public school system. I think people need 
to be measured. I think we need to say, 
What it’s 200,000 for 
$4 billion, the results aren’t good 


are the results?” If 


Right now, there are so many goals there 
the 
you know what 


involved with 
Act 


I'm talking about. There’s all kind of meas- 


are no goals. If you're 


Workforce Investment 


urement standards. The primary measure- 
ment standard is: Are you using taxpayers’ 
dollars in a good way to train people for jobs 
That ought to be the standard. See, that’s 
where our focus is 

America leads the world because of our 
system of private enterprise and a system that 
encourages innovation, and _ it’s important 
that we keep it that way. See, | think the 
proper role for Government is not to try to 
create wealth but to create an environment 
in which the entrepreneurial spirit flourishes. 
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That’s what I love about the country, the en- 
trepreneurial spirit. 

I'm sure you've met in your communities 
had the big 
dream, started out with an idea in a garage, 


small-business owners who 
and now, are employing people. That's what 
we ought to encourage, and the proper role 
of Government is to foster that kind of envi- 
ronment. You've heard me talk about ways 
to do so, make sure that we’re—we reject 
economic isolation and make sure tax policy 
encourages innovation and growth, and to 
’ listen 
frivolous lawsuits make it awfully difficult for 
people to expand their businesses and people 
to find work 


make sure the legal system is fall 


make sure the health care sys- 
tem is vibrant and patient-oriented rll talk 
about that in a minute 

The Government can help as well, though 
by providing research scholars I mean, one 
of the things we’ve got to recognize is that 
if we want to be competitive in the future, 
that we've got to encourage research and de- 
velopment so that the next wave of tech- 
In 


other words, if we want the people to be 


nology is America’s wave of technology 
working here at home, this country’s got to 
stay the leader in innovation and change, and 
the Government can help 

I proposed raising Federal spending on re- 
search and development to $132 billion since 
I—from—it’s a 44-percent increase since I 
Look, that’s a big number, 
but what I’m telling you is, is that the Gov- 


came in oftice 


ernment can be a vital part of providing the 
research that will allow for 


America to stay 
on the leading edge of technology 

I think we ought to encourage private sec- 
tor companies to do the same, to invest in 
And therefore, I believe the tax 
credits that are critical for encouraging of re- 


res¢ varch 


search ought to be a permanent part of Tax 
Code. They're set to expire. Congress ought 
to make tax cuts permanent 

But what I’m telling you is, there is a vital 
role for ow country to make sure that we 
put investment in place that will make it easi- 
er for the country to compete in a worldwide 
economy and, therefore, make it more likely 
our citizens will find work so long as they 
have the skill set necessary to match the jobs. 

Now, I also want to talk about three other 
goals of ways to make sure that we're the 
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First 
need a different energy strategy 


innovative society of the world 


know, 


you 
we 
a Strategy that 
uses ipaliatens: and innovation to dive rsify 


than the one we have today, 
our supplies, to make us less dependent on 
foreign sources of energy, and to improve the 
environment 

The debate in America on energy policy 
when you think 
they say that we 


has been almost zero-sum 
about it. It’s like 


tect the environment and therefore have less 


must pro- 


energy, or they Say that pollution is the price 
of progress. See, with either 
I think that we can use 
technology and innovation to get be yond the 


disagree ol 


those extremes our 
false choices of the past and that we can have 
an energy polic y that is—meets our national 
objectives, which, by the way, is an innovative 


You ¢ 


stuck on foreign sources of oil 


society. ‘an t be society 


You 


don’t 


an innovative 
if vou’re 
short term, 


may be but long term 


e how we can be the world leader if we're 


constantly dependent on foreign sources of 
oil 

So research and development is necessary 
to change the energy policy of the country 
‘What do you mean?” Well 


it's possible out 


And you say, 


believe to grow our way 
of some dependence on foreign sources ol 
energy. | the 


out there 


day 
har 


an integral mix of 


mean, I can't wait to see 


when Minnesota farmers are 
vesting corn that becomes 
the 

got rese arch and de ‘velop ment to encourag 
the 


ethanol as a part of the new supplies of the 


the energy supply ol country So we ve 


biomass and effective ethanol ust < 
American economy 

I think we have nuclear en 
I think we to 
research and spend research dollars to make 


sure that we 


to have safe 


ergy ought to be continuing 
‘re able to properly harness nu- 
without harming the 


ment. I think it’s possible we do so 


clear energy environ 
[ also know that we’ve got a plentiful sup 


ply of coal our country, and that’s why 
it’s important for us to continue to explore 
the 


that 


diversi- 


clean coal technologies, SO We Cah US¢é 


energy supply here at home in a way 


is—achieves, in a national objective, 
fying aw: iy from foreign sources of energy) 
and prote cting our environment Technolos oF 


and research will enable us to do so 
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I want to talk about one other aspect of 
and that is the hy- 
drogen fuel cell, which captures energy from 


promising technologies, 


chemical reaction between hydrogen and ox- 
ygen. See, it c aptures energy from a chemical 
between hydroge ‘nm and oxygen 
That's positive because the exhaust of that 
It's—and I’m confident we 
this technological breakthrough 
to the point where I’ve 


reaction 
engine is water. 
can achieve 
asked Congress to 
spend $1.2 billion, which they have 
search into developing clean hydrogen pow- 


in re- 
ered cars 
We 


cells, and that’s positive 


ire making progress on hydrogen fuel 
Private 
including automakers—see, 
what the future 


beginning to see 


companies, 
automakers are 
beginning to see is going to 
be like the need 


for diversification away from the current en- 


They're 
ergy policy They ve already spent a billion 
dollars of their own money to deve lop hydro- 
gen fue powe re ‘d Cars and the infrastructure 
necessary to deliver hydrogen fuel 

See, one of the challenges is not only de- 
veloping a car that works but imagine the 
infrastructure changes necessary to fuel cars 
10 years from now. One of the 
is they like to go to their neigh- 
When talk 


about development of infrastructures like go 


things con- 
sumers like 
station hear 


borhood gas you 


to your neighborhood hydrogen station—and 
be a difficult hurdle 
that we've changed behavior 
America 


that’s going to in order 
to make 


sure 


here but it’s a hurdle that we’ve 


got to overcome. It’s a necessary hurdle 
Today the Department of Energy has se- 

lected recipients for $350 million of research 

administration is 


grants In other words, the 


now acting upon the Congress’ appropria- 
tions. They're funding research into practical 
hydrogen fuel stor: ige——so not only how you 
distribute it, 


They're encouraging 


do you store hydi ogen 


the 
drogen refueling stations around the an 
Were And 
they're helping scientists develop hydrogen 
fuel cells that can be heavy trucks 
and farm equipment and other industrialized 
vehicles 

see, get it right here, 
get the hydrogen car up and running, not 
only will it make America a better place, we'll 
the f the That's 


how 
construction of | 
beginning to change behavior 


used 


when we when we 


become innovator of world 
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what we want to be. We want to be the leader 
in the world. We want to be the country that 
leads the world in innovation and techno- 
logical change 

Another way we can do so is to make sure 
the health care system leads the world in in- 
novation and quality and safety, always re- 
membering, however, that the patient needs 
to be at the center of every medical decision 
That's an important part of the—{applause|. 

Many of you have seen the advances of— 


close hand of medical research. Just think of 


some of the advances that are coming. We're 
using a gene chip technology to help for can- 
cer treatments. The world is changing dra- 
matically in the field of medicine in many 
exciting ways. We’re using brain imaging to 
discover the physical causes of mental illness 
We're 


damaged or diseased tissues 


using tissue restore 
And these 


all incredible changes, and America is on the 


And 


engineering to 


are 


leading edge of change in medicines 
we need to keep us that Way 

But one of the things that hasn’t changed 
very much is the way doctors and hospitals 
do business. The 2lst-century health care 
system is using a 19th-century paperwork 
system. Doctors use paper files to keep tracks 
of their patients. Pharmacists have to figure 
out the handwriting of a docto 
Vital scattered in 
many places. X-rays get misplaced. Problems 


| Laughter | 


medical information is 


with drug interaction are not systematically 


che ked see, these old methods of keeping 
records are real threats to patients and their 


safety and are 


Modern 


technology hasn't caught up with a major as- 


incredibly costly 
pect of health care, and we've got to ¢ hange 
that. We've got to change it 

Catch the story of a fellow name Bob 
Brown from Kalamazoo, Michigan. Maybe 
this will help people better understand why 
we need to change. Bob’s daughter Elizabeth 
developed a rare form of leukemia. She had 
a complicated case, and she had to see a lot 
All told, Elizabeth—that’s the 
name regularly visited three 
hospitals and saw more than 50 specialists. 
Here’s what Bob said about the paperwork 
that he had to deal with: “Every time we 


of doctors 


daughter's 


saw a specialist, we answered the same ques- 
tions.” He got fed up, and he started getting 
copies of every note that a doctor added to 
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Elizabeth’s medical file. Eventually, he filled 
up two big binders with her medical records, 
which he carried everywhere he went so she 
didn’t face delays or mistakes when she saw 
anew specialist He says that fortunately, car- 
rying those files around helped in his case 
It helped get Elizabeth the treatment she 
needed in a faster way. 

The problem is, is that he shouldn’t be 
having to carry around the binders. The sys- 
tem is antiquated. It is old. They should have 
personal electronic medical files available 
that accurately and securely keep a patient's 
medical history and, in Elizabeth’s case, her 
treatments. In other words, medicine ought 
to be using modern technologies in order to 
better share information, in order to reduce 
medical errors, in order to reduce cost to our 
health care system by billions of dollars. To 
protect patients and improve care and reduce 
cost, we need a system where everyone has 
their own personal electronic medical record 
that they control and they can give a doctor 
when they need to. 
“How do we do this?’ 
Well, first you set a goal: Within 10 years, 
every American must have a personal elec- 


And SO you Say, 


tronic medical record. That’s a good goal for 
the country to achieve. The Federal Govern- 
ment has got to take the lead in order to 
make this happen by developing what's called 
technical standards. In other words, there 
needs to be standards. As you know, docs 
talk, like, different languages in different of- 
fices, and there needs to be—in order to have 
uniformity, there needs to be standards avail- 
able, and it’s a good role for the Federal Gov- 
ernment. That will allow medical records 
such as X-rays and lab tests to be stored and 
sent electronically 

So step one is to set the standards. And 
we've done good work, and we'll try to finish 
the standards by the end of this year. I say 
“we”—it’s the Department of Health and 
Human Services that are involved with this 
important project. We've set out money to 
encourage demonstration projects that will 
show to health care providers the need to 
use electronics to make their records system 
more modern : 

As well there’s the senior department that 
we've announced today at the Department 
of Health and Human Services to coordinate 
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these efforts with hospitals and medical 
groups. In other words, a proper role for the 
Government is to take the lead in this case, 
and after all, we should. We spend enormous 
amounts of money in the health care field 
I mean, we're a large provider- spender for 
health care, Medicare, Medicaid, veterans’ 
benefits, employee benefits. And so the Fed- 
eral Government must create the incentives 
for health care providers involved with the 
Federal Government to use medical records 
and, in doing so, will go a long way toward 
introducing IT, information technology, into 
a part of medicine that desperately needs it 

As we do so, I want to repeat what I said 
earlier. Patients will have control over their 


privacy. I fully understand there’s a issue of 
privacy, and the people who ought to deter 


mine the extent of privacy, their privacy, of 
course, is the patient the consumer 

The third goal is to make sure that we have 
access to the information that is transforming 
our economy through broadband technology 
I'm talking about broadband technology in 
every part of our country. I was the ( overnor 
of Texas for a while. I remember talking 
about access to information, and there was 
always a group ol people saying, “That's fine 
Big cities get it, but rural people don’t.” I'm 
talking about broadband technology to every 
corner of our country by the year 2007 with 
competition shortly thereafter. 

Educators understand the great value of 
broadband technology I mean, the—I’m not 
surprised that people involved in the commu 
nity college system when you mention 
broadband technology, nod their heads. It’s 
the flow of information and the flow of 
knowledge which will help transform Ame 
ica and kee p us on the leading edge of 
change. And we've got to make sure that flow 
And by 
the way, we've got to make sure that there’s 
competition for your demand. We need more 


than just one provider available for not only 


is strong and modern and vibrant 


community colleges but also for consumers 
In our society, the more providers there are 
the better the quality will be and the better 
the pricing mechanism will be 

Central Piedmont Community College in 
Charlotte is using broadband to conduct 
classes for students all across their State. You 
know, one of the interesting opportunities for 
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the community college system is to provide 
education opportunities for people who work 
out of their home, for example. And the ex- 
pansion of broadband technology will mean 
education literally will head into the living 
rooms of students. That will even make the 
system more flexible and more available and 
more affordable 

Same with health care. Again, if you're 
from a State where there’s a lot of rural peo- 
ple, there’s nothing better than to be able 
to transfer information quickly from a rural 
doc to a hospital for analysis in order to save 
lives. It's happening all around our country 
The ability to send an X-ray image in 7 sec- 
onds and have a response back in 10 minutes 
with a preliminary analysis oftentimes will 
save lives. But you hear us talk about making 
sure health care is accessible and affordable 
One way to do so is to hook up communities 
and homes to broadband. It’s going to be a 
really good way for us to make sure the 
health care system works better and the edu- 
cation system works better. And it also is 
going to be an important way to make sure 
that we're an innovative society 

Now, the use of broadband has tripled 
since 2000 from 7 
to 24 million. That’s good, but that’s way 
short of the goal for 2007. And so—by the 
way, we rank 10th amongst the industrialized 
world in broadband technology and its avail- 
ability 


million subscriber lines 


) That’s not good enough for America. 
Tenth is 10 spots too low, as far as I'm con- 
cerned 

Broadband technology must be affordable 
In order to make sure it gets spread to all 
corners of the country, it must be affordable. 
If you 
want broadband access throughout the soci- 


We must not tax broadband access 


ety, Congress must ban taxes on access 
Secondly, a proper role for the Govern- 
ment is to clear regulatory hurdles so those 
who are going to make investments do so 
Broadband is going to spread because it’s 
going to make sense for private sector com- 
panies to spread it so long as the regulatory 
burden is reduced—in other words, so long 
as policy at the Government level encourages 
people to invest, not discourages investment 
And so here are some smart things to do: 
One, increase access to Federal land for 
fiber-optic cables and transmission towers. 
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That makes sense. As you're trying to get 
broadband spread throughout the country, 
make it’s easy to build across Federal 
lands. One sure way to hold things up is that 


the Federal lands say, 


sure 


“You can’t build on 

’ So how is some guy in remote Wyoming 
going to get any broadband technology? Reg- 
ulatory policy has got to be wise and smart 
as we encourage the spread of this important 
There technical 
standards to make possible new broadband 


technology needs to be 
technologies, such as the use of high-speed 


communication directly ove powerlines. 

Powerlines were for electricity; powerlines 
can be So 
the technical standards need to be changed 


to encourage that 


used for broadband technology 


And we need to open up more federally 
controlled wireless spectrum to auction in 
free public use, to make wireless broadband 
accessible, reliable, and affordable. Lis- 
of the technologies that’s coming 
And 
I was going to say Crawford, 
but it’s not 
Laughter| 
There’s not a lot of wires out there 


more 


ten, one 


g 
if youre living out in—I 


IS W ireless 
should Texas, 


maybe not nearly as remote 


How about Texas? 
But wire- 
all that 


so long as Government policy makes sense. 
And we’r 


Terlingua 
less technology is going to change 


re going to continue to support the 
Federal Communications Commission, Mi- 
Powell Michael Powell, 


under his leadership his decision to elimi- 


chael Chairman 


nate burdensome regulations on new 
broadband networks availability to homes. In 
other words, clearing out the underbrush of 
regulation, and we'll get the spread of 
broadband technology and America will be 
better for it 

I've come today to talk about practical 
ways to make sure we lead the world when 


And by 


leading the world when it comes to innova- 


it comes to innovation and change. 
tion and change, we'll make America a hope- 
ful place for those who want to work and 
those who want to dream and those who want 
to start their own business 

And the community college system is an 
integral part of that strategy. That’s what I’m 
here to tell you. It’s an integral part so long 
willing to listen to the 
who are 


needs of 
looking for workers. It’s an 
integral part so long as you continue to be 


as you re 


those 
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entrepreneurial in the delivery of education. 
The 
stone of good economic policy. It’s a corner- 
stone of sound educational policy. And it’s 
one of the reasons why I'm optimistic that 
America will lead—continue to the 
world when it and 
change. And that will be good for our people. 
That will be the revitalization of 
what I call the American spirit and the Amer- 
ican dream 

I want to thank you for what you do. I 
appreciate compassion I appreciate 
your interest in the future of our country. 
May God continue to biess your work, 
may 


community college system is a corner- 


lead 
comes to innovation 


good for 


your 


and 


God continue to bless our country 


Thank you very much 


Not! at 9:29 at the 
Minneapolis Convention Center. In his remarks 
‘Jess” Cz chair of the 
board, and George R. Boggs, president and chief 
executive 


The President spoke a.m 


he referred to Jesus urreon 
Association of Com- 
Min- 
Koizumi _ of 
Chong-il of North 


otficer, American 


Gov. Tim Pawlenty of 
Minister 


Chairman 


‘ 1 
munity Colleges 


nesota; Prime Junichiro 


Japan; and Kim 


Korea 


Memorandum on Improving Rights- 
of-Way Management Across Federal 
Lands To Spur Greater Broadband 
Deployment 


April 26, 2004 


Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies 


Subject: Improving Rights-of-Way 
Management Across Federal Lands to Spur 


Greater Broadband Deploy ment 
Broadband 


Internet access, has the potential to bring 


also known as high-speed 


new services and products to American con- 
sumers and businesses, fostering innovation, 
investment 
growth. My Administration has long recog- 
nized the economic vitality that can result 
from broadband deployment and is working 
to create an environment to foster broadband 
deployment. All Americans should have af- 
fordable access to broadband technology by 
the year 2007 


and job-producing economic 
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A key to widespread broadband deploy- 
ment is ensuring that broadband providers 
have timely and cost-effective access to 
rights-of-way so that they can build out their 
networks across the Nation. These networks 
often need to cross large areas of land owned 
or controlled by the Federal Government 
Thus, effective and efficient Federal rights- 
of-way policies and practices are critical for 
promoting broadband deployment 

To ensure that the Federal Government’s 
rights-of-way policies and practices facilitate 
the aggressive deployment of broadband net- 
works, my Administration created a Federal 
Rights-of-Way Working Group composed of 
representatives from most of the major Fed- 
eral agencies with land management respon- 
sibilities. The mission of the Working Group 
was to identify and recommend changes in 
Federal policies, procedures, regulations, 
and practices that would improve the process 
of granting rights-of-way for broadband com- 
munications networks on lands under Fed- 
eral jurisdiction 

Based on information gathered from the 
communications industry, the Federal agen- 
cies, state, local, and tribal representatives, 
and other stakeholders, the Working Group 
has produced a report entitled, “Improving 
Rights-of-Way Management Across Federal 
Lands: A Roadmap for Greater Broadband 
Deployment,” which sets forth specific rec- 
ommendations in four main areas 

1) Information Access and Collection 
to streamline and standardize applica- 
reduce the administrative 
burden and costs on broadband pro- 


tions to 


viders 
Timely Process—to speed Federal 
agencies’ consideration of rights-of- 
Way applications 
Fees—to ensure that fees charged by 
Federal agencies are reasonable and 
appropriate 
Compliance—to ensure that Federal 
agencies have the proper tools to pro- 
mote compliance with rights-of-way 
grants or permits. 
These recommendations are designed to 
assist Federal agencies in efficiently and ef- 
fectively performing their vital role as stew- 


ards of the public lands, while working coop- 
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eratively with industry to spur broadband de- 
ployment 

Therefore, I hereby direct the heads of ex- 
ecutive departments and agencies (agencies) 
to take appropriate actions to implement the 
specific recommendations contained in the 
report to the maximum extent practicable 
and as permitted by law 

In addition, agencies should review their 
existing policies and procedures and identify 
any additional ways to improve the process 
for granting rights-of-way for broadband 
communications networks. Agencies should 
report to me, through the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget, within 
| year of the date of this memorandum on 
all actions taken. The agencies shall take 
these actions using existing budget authority. 


George W. Bush 


Remarks in a Discussion on the 
Benefits of Health Care Information 
Technology in Baltimore, Maryland 
April 27, 2004 


The President. Thanks a lot. Thanks for 
Thanks for the 
hospitality. I'm really pleased to be here in 
the great city of Baltimore. Governor, I'm 
proud you're here. Thanks for greeting us 
at the airport—I mean, at the heliport 
Thanks for bringing the first lady. Thanks for 
bringing the Lieutenant Governor as well. 
I’m proud you all are here 


coming. Please be seated 


I’m also proud to be with—in the presence 
of a man [ still call Governor, Governor 
Schaefer. I'm proud you're here, Governor 
He said he didn’t care a whit about seeing 
me. He just wanted to make sure I gave his 
best to Mother. [Laughter] Still a plain-spo- 
ken fellow, aren’t you? 

But Governor, thanks, you re doing a great 
job for the State of Maryland, and congratu- 
lations on the newest Ehrlich. 

Dutch Ruppersberger is with us today. 
Congressman, where are you? Oh, thanks for 
coming. Listen, !'m—here’s the thing about 
the Congressman: He cares deeply about the 
people who wear the Nation’s uniform. He’s 
very much involved with programs to kind 
of lighten the load for our troops who are 
sacrificing and are working for a free world. 
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Dutch, I'm proud of the job you've done 
I know you've recently received the USO 
Merit Award. Well deserved, and congratula- 
tions. Thank you for doing that 

I want to thank George Owings and Larry 
Kimble, who are veterans affairs folks here 
for the State of Maryland. One is incoming 
One is outgoing. Both care deeply about the 
veterans of this State. I appreciate so very 
much Nelson Sabatini, who is department of 
health and human services here in Maryland, 
for caring about the health delivery systems 
of your State 

We're going to talk about some interesting 
opportunities today for our health care SyS- 
tem to be modern, to deliver—help it deliver 
quality service at lower cost. This is going 
to be—I think you'll find it an 
dialog. I'm certainly looking forward to it 

Before we begin, though, I want to thank 
the people who work here at this hospital, 


interesting 


—4 


work for the VA. I appreciate your service 
to our country I appreciate your care for 
those who have worn the Nation’s uniform 
I see we've got folks here who have worn 
For 
those who have worn the Nation’s uniform, 


and are wearing the Nation’s uniform 


thank you for setting such a good example 
for the brave men and women. For those 
who are wearing the Nation’s uniform, | ap- 
preciate so very much your service 

We're changing the world. We have an ob- 
ligation and a duty to protect our country 
And in so doing, we're changing the world 
for the better. We understand that freedom 
is the deepest need of every human heart 
and that free societies are pe aceful societies 
And a peaceful society in the heart of a re- 
gion that has fostered terror and hatred is 
in our short-term and long-term interest 
And for those who wear the uniform, thanks 
for what you're doing. You have stepped up 
And the country is more 
world will be more 


at this historic time 


secure for it, and the 

peaceful for your service 
Yesterday I talked about ways for us to 

the 


particularly when it 


America stays 


the world 


make sure on stays a 
leadet in 
comes to technology and innovation. That's 
what we want. We want to lead. We’re not 
interested in following. America is a nation 
where the entrepreneurial spirit is strong, 


where the focus of the Government, in my 
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judgment, is right. We're willing to spend re- 
search money. I see Elias Zerhouni is with 
us, who’s head of the NIH. Elias, thanks for 
coming. I'm confident that when you spend 
research money at the NIH, we're laying the 
groundwork for what will be a better tomor- 
row 

Yesterday I talked about energy. One way 
for us to stay on the leading edge of an inno- 
vative society is to introduce ideas like a hy- 
drogen-powered automobile, put money be- 
hind it and research behind it so someday, 
Governor, we're able to drive around with 
water as the byproduct as opposed to that 
which is currently coming out of the tailpipes 
in America. It'll make us less dependent on 
foreign sources of energy when this tech- 
nology comes to be, which is vital to make 
sure America is on the leading edge of tech- 
nology and innovation. It'll help improve the 
environment 

I talked about the need for us to spread 
broadband technology throughout our entire 
society if we want to stay competitive and 
innovative, that we've got to have broadband 
in every household in America by the year 
2007. And there’s ways to do that with the 


Government having to provide all the capital 


We ought not to tax access to broadband 
If you want something to flourish, don’t tax 
it 

As well we’ve got to make sure that regu- 
latory policy in Washington is conducive for 
the spread of broadband. For example, one 
of the things that’s probably going to need 
to be done is they're going to need to build 
towers on Federal lands in order for over- 
the-air Internet services to work out into the 
They don't 
need a bunch of paperwork and hassle in 
order to build the tower on Federal lands 


remote regions of our country 


There’s a lot of things we can do to reduce 
the bureaucratic hurdles necessary to make 
sure that broadband is plentiful, and not only 
plentiful but there’s competition so that you 
get better quality and better price 

But today we're going to talk about a third 
avenue that’s—to make sure America is inno- 
vative and is a leader in the world, and that 
is how to make sure our health care system 
works better. And there are some fantastic 
ideas as to how to do that. 





Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 


The way | like 
health care is, 
the best. We’r 
tive ways to save lives and to treat patients 
Except = ‘n you think about the provider's 
side, » kind of still in the buggy era. | 
told a nb yesterday of a guy in Kalamazoo 
Michigan. His young daughter has a cas¢ 
leukemia, and he had to had to see a 
lot of specialists. But he had to carry her files 
around every time she SaW a specialist in 


to kind of try to describe 


on the research side, we're 


e coming up with more innova- 


we 


she 


order to expedite care, to make sure she was 
getting the best care 

And the health care industry is missing an 
opportunity, if patients, in order to make sure 
they get quality care, have to carry files from 
one specialist to the next. It’s like IT, infor- 
mation technology, hasn’t shown up in health 
yet. But it has in one de- 
partme nt that you're about a hes sar from, and 
that’s the \ 

So here’s what we 
We re to talk 
the Government helps the health care indus- 
trv become the 
quality of service, in order to reduce the cost 
the 


ol 


care pl we, In One 
‘eterans De P artment 
to talk about 


pet how to make 


» he Te 
; he re sure 


modern in order to enhance 


medicine, in order to make 
tient, the the 
health care decisionmaking process 


ol sure pa 


customer, is center the 
There S 
One 


got to 


made 
the 
thing is, the Federal Government has 
make the privacy 
You're going to hear 


And we've great progress 


a role for Federal Government 


sure rules are strong 
talk about ele« 


te s exciting. But it’s 
not so exciting if you’re a patient who 


us tronic 
medical records, and 
thinks 
somebody could snoop on your records to 


put it bluntly 
my 


I'm not interested in having 
Laughte: My 


medical records are pretty well known 


well, it’s too late for me 


But for those people 
ple in America who say, “Good. I want there 
to be good information the 


health care field. I just don’t want somebody 


there’s a lot of peo- 


technology in 


looking at my records unless l give them per 


And | 


records 


understand 
that’s 


there’s 


mission to do so fully 
that. No, private il 
the way you want them to be, but 
the the privacy issue 
And there’s the ways to make sure that the 
Federal Government's role is helpful in ex- 
panding information technology, and that’s 
what we're going to talk about 


your 


ways to address this, 
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Tommy Thompson is the head of the 
the Secret ary of Health and Human Serv- 
ices—is a strong advocate about the spre rad 
throughout the health care industry 
I think he’s got—I know he’s got the proper 
perspective of the role of the Federal Gov- 
ernment in encouraging not only the Federal 
agencies but the private sector to adopt these 
strategies in a way that is positive for the 
American consumer 


of | 


and cost-beneficial for 
society 

You'll hear him talk about standards. I told 
him when he starts talking about standards, 
“Make it's the kind of language we all 
understand.” See, that’s part of the problem 
The medical terminology is really different 
from English, and it’s different from one of- 
fice to the next. And so when Tommy is talk- 
ing about standards, I think he'll help you 
understand how we can help with standards. 

At any rate e doing some smart things 
at the Federal Government, and the Federal 
Government can lead because we're spend- 
ing a lot of money in health care. We're a 
large consumer on behalf of the American 
Think about it: Medicare, Medicaid, 
veterans benefits, Federal employee health 
there’s a lot of 
Federal Govern- 
t provides a good op- 
portunity for the Federal Government to be 
on the leading edge of proper re ‘form and 


sure 


we} 


people 
insurance plans. I mean, 
money going through the 


ment, and therefore i 


change 


Tommy, thanks for your service. Let her 


ur) 
4 


Secretary of Health and Human Services 
Tommy G. Thompson made brief remarks. | 


The President. Thanks, T, good job. It’s 
estimated that they spend $8,000 per worker 
on information technology in most industries 
in America. and $1.000 per worker in the 
And there’s a lot of talk 


about productivity gains in our society, and 


health care industry 


that’s because companies and industries have 
If 
properly used, it is an industry-changer for 
the good. It enables there to be a better cost 
structure and better quality care delivered, 
in this case in the health field. 

And yet the health care industry hasn't 
touched it, except for certain areas. And one 
area that has is the Veterans Administration. 


properly used information technology 
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You're about to hear an example from our 
Secretary and the administrator of this hos- 
pital and the assets here in Baltimore about 
forward thinking by people who care about 
the patients they serve. I know the veterans 
who are here are going to be proud to hear 
that the Veterans Administration is on the 
leading edge of change. That’s what we ex- 
pect. The taxpayers’ money is being well 
spent 

And one of the reasons why the Veterans 
Administration is doing so well in changing, 
kind of, behavior, as well as making sure the 
backlog for veterans cases has been reduced, 
a Vietnam vet 
and who is doing a fabu- 


a 


is because of our Secretary 
a really decent guy, 
lous job, Tony Principi 


[Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony ] 


Principi made brief remarks 


The President. Thanks. I'm real proud of 
the job that you’re doing here. Our job is 
Smith’s job here is to 
make sure they put it in place. [Laughter] 
Dennis Smith, as I’ve told you, runs the show 


to set the strategy 


here. Tell us how this happened. I mean, first 
of all, how long have you been working for 
the Veterans Administration? 

Dennis Smith. Thirty-one years 

The President. Thirty-one years? 

Mr. Smith. Yes, sir 

The President. You don't look that old 
Laught 1 

Mr. Smith. Thank you 

The President. Maybe because you don’t 
Laugh- 
explain what this 
if you can possibly share some sto- 


spt nd a lot of time in Washington 
ter| Explain your job 
means 
ries with us. You're doing a great job, by the 


Way 


|Myr Smith, Director, VA Maryland Health 
Care System, made brief remarks 

The President. | presume it’s cost effec 
tiver 

Mr. Smith. It is 

The President. | mean, think about a sys 
tem where you had to take each individual 
X-ray and put it in a shelf and get somebody 
to take it out of the shelf and put it back 
in the shelf and probably had to duplicate 
it just in case somebody wouldn’t lose it. So 
when you hear him talk about cost-effective- 
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ness and productivity increases, this is what 
we're talking about. This system, when it gets 
advanced beyond the VA, will save American 
consumers a lot of If we're wise 
about how we use technology, we can save 


money 


money. 

Anyway, sorry to interrupt. |Laughter| 

Mr. Smith. That's quite all right. [Laugh- 
ter] 

The President. The man knows the chain 
of command. | Laughter] 


|Mr. Smith made further remarks 


The President. Let me ask you, was it 
hard to get all the records computerized in 


the first place? I mean, somebody is listening 
out there who is running a hospital in Dallas, 
Texas. Are they going to say, “Gosh, this is 
such an overpowering startup that it makes 
no sense to do so?” 

Mr. Smith. Well, with the VA, we kind 
of started years ago with this. We started with 
physician-order entry. And we had packages. 
We had a lab package. So we brought lab 
on board, where the physicians would order 
their lab work, and that would be automated. 
And then we went to various other systems. 
So it was gradual that we did it. It is a 
daunting task for the hospital sector to bring 
in a computerized medical record all at one 
time. So no doubt, but it has to be 
Mr. President. We have to do it 

The President. The goal I set is 
people ought to be covered within a 10-year 
period. It’s not like in 10 days or 10 months 
This is something that is going to take time 
to get there 


done, 


most 


Tell me about the pharmaceuticals, the 
distribution of drugs the barcoding, and how 
that affects 


(Mr. Smith made further remarks 


The President. How do you deal with the 
privacy issue? In other words, there’s some 
suspicious character around that doesn’t - 

Mr. Smith. Well, the nurses all have codes 
to get into the system, so you have to have 
So before—vyou 
can't just go up to a computer. We have these 


a security code to get in 


on medication cards, laptops, so they have 
to type ina code to get into it. So we know 
the system knows that, if I was a nurse, Den- 


nis Smith is in the system. And I’m visiting 
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Mr. Principi in his room and click on, it will 
know that I'm administering the drug and 
who the patient is. It brings all that up. It’s 
a very We've 
into this. 

The President. 
great job 

Mr. Smith. Thank you, Mr. President 

The President. Thanks a lot. One of the 
things that’s interesting, the chal- 
Governor 


secure system built security 


Good. You're doing a 


one of 
in 
understands this—is we've 


lenges face 
Ehrlich 
make sure we train people in the health care 
field who understand what they're 
when it comes to computers and information 
technology. There’s a lot of jobs available in 
the health care field, and the community col- 
lege system turns out to be a great laboratory 
for enhancing people’s skills. And I appre- 
ciate your support of the community colleges 


we our society 


got to 


doing 


here in Maryland, giving people a chance to 
learn a new skill to meet the 
the—when I say, 
tury,” 


challenges of 
Ist cen- 
IT 


and lii- 


“challenges of the 2 
here’s one: Figure out how to use 


in a constructive way to save costs 
prove quality care and to save lives. I suspect 
20 years ago people who were in the health 
care field simply could not envision the us¢ 
of computers and broadband and the Inter- 
net to make the field modern. And ow 
cation ae has got to reflect that, 
ernor. I appreciate your understanding 

So far you ve only he ar¢ | from the pub slic 


sector. It probab ly makes sense to hear from 


] 
eau 


Gov 


the private sector today as well, since the de 
livery of he alth « care in the private sector is 
equally if not @ the 


gr 


eater part of people S 
quality of medicine here in the country 

Johns Hopkins is one of the really great 
hospital university systems in America. It’s 
world renowned, and it’s quality care. With 
us today 1S Marlene Miller—Dr Marlene 
Miller, I might add. She is in charge of the 
office - quality and safety initiatives at Hop 
kins. Tell us what that means, and na give 
uS a of the 
the challe nges we 
spread of information technology to the pri- 
vate sector. Is Hopkins involved with any of 


sense challenges you face and 


face in encouraging the 


this, or anything else you want to say? 


[Dr. Marlene Miller, Director, Quality and 
Safety Initiatives, Johns Hopkins Children’s 
Center, made brief remarks. | 
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The President. Yes, see, the 
an advantage all the 
work for the same outfit, the 
tion Hopkins stands alone. 


VA has got 
because administrators 
same organiza- 
I suspect Hop- 
kins doesn’t do a very good job of conversing 
with M.D 
ferent languages— | Laughter] 
And so the real challenge in the private 
sector is to take what the Johns Hopkins peo- 
ple have done intrahospital and have it be 


able with both large 


Anderson in Houston. Two dif- 


no, anyway. 


to converse and rural 


hospitals all across America. And that’s where 
the Federal Government can help, like the 
deve lopme nt of standards. I guess you sup- 


port the development of st indards when it 
comes to talking over the Internet? 

Dr. Miller. Absolutely. 

The President. What other challenges do 


you see? 
Yr. Miller made further remarks. | 


The President. Let ask you some- 
thing. Are you saying that these systems are 
able to build in a kind of a safety valve 

in other words, automatically kick out a pre- 


scription if it doesn’t meet the the 


me 


logic of 
computer program? 

Dr. Miller. One — of an ideal system, 
in my mind, is if I prescribe you 50 milli- 
but the 10 prior visits 


should get a warning 


really 


grams of something, 
prescribed you 5, 
flag, 
this?” 
The President. But what you said about 
the weight, something 
Miller. Well, 
children 
The President. 
dren, it is illogical to prescribe this much dos- 


and “Look, do you mean 


it’s the same issue in 


If you've got small chil- 
age 

Dr. Miller. Yes, the prescription I talked 
to you about was an adult-sized dose. No one, 
had they looked in any textbook, would have 
ever given that child that dose 

The President. Pretty 
the st 


good. That’s why 


you ve got to get andards right, Tommy 


[Secretary Thompson and Secretary Principi 


made brief remarks. | 


The President. This is a big challenge for 
us here in the country. Think of what we're 
talking about. We're just talking about how 


hospitals talk to each other. Then we've got 
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to get it so the docs are able to talk to each 
other, and they've got to buy into this 

And so the reason why we've started this 
process now is we want to encourage Insur- 
companies and State Governments 
AMA and others, to 


understand the great benefit for the Amer- 


ance 
doctors organizations 


ican people by implementing information 
technology in the health care field 

By introducing information technology, 
health care will be better, the cost will go 
down, the quality will go up, and there’s no 
telling whether other benefits will inure to 
our society. In other words, when we get this 
done—and we will, because America is a land 
of doers and entrepreneurs our job is to set 
the goal and then to encourage and incent 
people to achieve the goal—but when we get 
this implemented America will retinal on 
the leading edge of technological change 
This is the kind of innovation that’s practical 
and makes sense, that will keep us to be the 
leader in the world 

And when we're the leader of the world, 
it means our people have a chance to make 
a better living. See, when you're the leader 
particularly when it comes to innovation and 
technology, your society improves a lot. The 
quality of life goes up People S pay goes up 
People in America are more likely to realize 
the 


be in a society of innovators and change and 


American Dream. It’s essential that we 
this is an area where there is a huge oppor- 
tunity 

And I look forward to working with people 
I want to thank 
those up here who are doing a good job 


to achieve this objective 


Tony, you all have made us proud I'm giving 
Tony the credit, but you deserve it. [Laugh- 
ter 

Mark The We 
look forward to working with Johns Hopkins 


as to how 


thank you for your vision 
to better learn how to encourage 


And 


this 


implementation of this opportunity 
when we get it done—we will—we will 
after all. [Laughter] And when 
we get it done, we'll all be able to say, “We've 


done our duty job well done 


is America 


Now we go 
on to the next issue after this.” But let’s get 
this one right 

Thank you all for coming. We've enjoyed 


it. I hope you found it as interesting as I 


have to listen to the great opportunities in 
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front of us, some of the challenges that have 
been overcome, and recognizing that we've 
got other challenges to overcome. But our 
spirits are high. Our spirits are high because 
this country can overcome any challenge in 
our Way 

God bless 


here. God bless the veterans as well 


Thank the healers who are 


Note: The President spoke at 1:50 p.m. at the 
Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center. 
Lobert L. Ehr- 
Kendel, and their new- 
William Donald 
George W. Owings, sec- 
and Lawrence J. Kimble 
secretary, Maryland Department of Veterans Af 
fairs; and Nelson J. Sabatini, secretary, Maryland 
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 


In his remarks, he referred to Gov 
lich of Maryland, his wife 
born son, Joshua; former Gov 
Schaefer of Marvland 


retary-nomine¢ acting 


Executive Order 13335—Incentives 
for the Use of Health Information 
Technology and Establishing the 
Position of the National Health 
Information Technology 
Coordinator 


April 27, 2004 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and to provide 
leadership for the development and nation- 
wide implementation of an interoperable 
health information technology infrastructure 
to improve the quality and elficiency of 
health care, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Establishment. (a) The Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services (Sec- 
shall establish within the Office of the 
Secretary the position of National Health In- 
formation Te chnology Coordinator 

b) The National Health Information 
Technology Coordinator (National Coordi- 
appointed by the Secretary in con- 
sultation with the President or his designee 
will report directly to the Secretary 

c) The Secretary shall provide the Na- 
tional Coordinator with appropriate staff, ad- 


retary 


nator 


ministrative support and other resources to 
meet its responsibilities under this order 

d) The Secretary shall ensure that the Na- 
tional Coordinator begins operations within 
90 days of the date of this order 
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Sec. 2. Policy. In fulfilling its responsibil- 
ities, the work of the National Coordinator 
shall be consistent with a vision of developing 
a nationwide interoperable health informa 
tion technology infrastructure that 

(a) Ensures that appropriate information 
to guide medical decisions is available at the 
time and place of care; 

b Improves health care quality reduces 
medical errors, and advances the delivery of 
appropriate, evidence-based medical care 

c) Reduces health care costs resulting 
from inefficiency, medical errors, inappro- 
priate care, and incomplete information 

d) Promotes a market- 
place, greater competition, and increased 
choice through the wider ay ailability of accu- 
rate information on health care costs quality 


more effective 


and outcomes; 

e Improves the coordination of care and 
information among hospitals, laboratories, 
physician offices, and othe ambulatory care 
providers through an effective infrastructure 
for the secure and authorized exchange of 
health care information: and 

f) Ensures that patients’ individually iden 
tifiable health information is secure and pro- 
tected 

Sec. 3. Responsibilities of the National 
Health Information Technology Coordinator 
a) The National Coordinator shall, to the ex- 
tent permitted by law develop, maintain, and 
direct the implementation of a strategic plan 
to guide the nationwide implementation of 
interoperable health information technology 
in both the public and private health care 
sectors that will reduce medical errors, im 
prove quality, and produce greater value for 
health care expenditures. The National Coor- 
dinator shall report to the Secretary regard- 
ing progress on the development and imple 
mentation of the strategic plan within 90 days 
after the National Coordinator begins oper- 
ations and periodically thereafter. The plan 
shall 

i) Advance the development, adoption 

and implementation of health care in- 
formation technology standards nation 
ally through collaboration among public 
and private interests and 
with current efforts to set health infor- 
mation technology standards for use by 
the Federal Government: 


consistent 
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ii) Ensure that key technical, scientific, 
economic, and other issues affecting the 
public and private adoption of health in- 
formation technology are addressed; 

iii) Evaluate evidence on the benefits and 
costs of interoperable health informa- 
tion technology and assess to whom 
these benefits and costs accrue: 

iv) Address privacy and security issues re- 
lated to interoperable health informa- 
tion technology and recommend meth- 
ods to ensure appropriate authorization, 
authentication, and encryption of data 
for transmission over the Internet: 

Not assume or rely upon additional 
Federal resources or spending to ac- 
complish adoption of interoperable 
health information technology; and 

vi) Include measurable outcome goals. 

b) The National Coordinator shall: 

i) Serve as the Secretary's principal advi- 
sor on the development, application, 

health information tech- 

nology and direct the Department of 

Health and Human Service’s health in- 


and use of 


formation technology programs; 

ii) Ensure that health information tech- 
nology policy and programs of the De- 
partment of Health and Human Serv- 

HHS) are coordinated with those 

of relevant executive branch agencies 


ices 


including Federal commissions) with a 
goal of avoiding duplication of efforts 
and of helping to ensure that each agen- 
cy undertakes activities primarily within 
the areas of its greatest expertise and 
technical capability: 

iii) To the extent permitted by law, co- 
ordinate outreach and consultation by 
the relevant executive branch agencies 

with 

public and private parties of interest, in- 


including Federal commissions 


cluding consumers, providers, payers, 
and administrators; and 
iv) At the request of the Office of Man- 
agement and Budget, provide com- 
ments and advice regarding specific 
Federal health information technology 
programs. 
Sec. 4. Reports. To facilitate the develop- 
ment of interope rable health information 


technologies, the Secretary of Health and 


Human Services shall report to the President 
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within 90 days of this order on options to 
provide incentives in HHS programs that will 
promote the adoption ol interoperable health 
' In addition, the fol- 
lowing reports shall be submitted to the 
President through the Secretary 

a) The Director of the Office of Personnel 
Management shall report within 90 days of 


information technology 


this order on options to prov ide incentives 
in the Federal Employee Health Benefit Pro- 
gram that will promote the adoption ol inter 
operable health information technology; and 
b) Within 90 days, the Secretary of Vet- 
Affairs and the Defense 
shall jointly report on the approa hes the De- 


erans Secretary ol 
partments could take to work more actively 
with the private sector to make their health 
information systems available as an afford- 
able option for providers in rural and medi- 
cally underserved communities 
Administration and Judi ial Re- 
Phe 


shall be carried out subject to the availability 


Sec. 5. 
view. (a actions directed by this order 
ol appropriations and to the extent permitted 
by law 

b) This order is not intended to, and does 


not, create any right or benefit, substantive 


or proce dural, enforceable at law or in equity 
against the United States, its agencies, its en 
titles 


or instrumentalities, its officers or em 


ploye es, or any other person 

George W. Bush 
Che White House 
April 27, 2004 


Filed 
§:45 an 


Office of the 
April 29 2004 


vith the Federal Re giste! 


Nore: This Executive order was published in the 
Fede Register on April () 


Remarks Following Discussions With 

Prime Minister Goran Persson of 

Sweden and an Exchange With 

Reporters 

April 28, 2004 
President Bush. Okay 


be two opening statements. We'll answer a 
couple of questions. We ll alternate an Amer- 


listen. There will 


ican—not yet, a couple of opening state- 


ments. Thank you 
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Welcome. Mr. Prime Minister, thanks for 
coming. We just had a really good discussion 
about common opportunities. The Prime 
Minister has got a clear vision about freedom 
and opportunity, and he’s an optimistic per- 
son. He’s optimistic that by working together 
we can achieve great things in the 21st cen- 
tury. We had a good discussion about bilat- 
eral relations. I reminded him there's a lot 
of Swedish Americans who are really proud 
ol their heritage proud of thei home coun 
try 

So Mr Minister 
Thanks for your time. Thanks for your con- 


Prime welcome back 
sideration 

Prime Minister Persson. Thank you, sir 
And let me also underline that we have had 
not least with the 
background to improve strengthen the trans- 


a very fruitful discussion 


atlantic relations between U.S. and Europe 
It’s not only about security and foreign pol 
icy; it’s also about economic relations and 
international cooperations, not least inside 
multilateral structures like United Nations 
With that as a framework 
a discussion about Iraq 
the Afghanistan 
North Korea and European matters 
And thank you, M1 


ing me. As always, frank and friendly discus- 


we have ( overed 
Palestinian-Israel 
also 


conflict situation in 


President, for receiv- 


Sion 
President Bush. Frank and friendly. Deb 
Deb Riechmann, Associated Press 


Situation in Iraq 
Q. Mi 


all-out military offensive to put down the in 
And can 


have a successful transfer of powe r in 60 davs 


President, is it going to take an 


surgency in Fallujah? you really 
if Iraq is wracked by violence? 

President Bush. First, we will have a suc- 
cessful transfer of power. I assured the Prime 
Minister that the 30th date is a solid 
date, and | ippreciate so very mut h the work 


by the United Nations and M1 
lay the groundwork for the transfer of sov 


June 
Brahimi to 


erelgnty 


Secondly, I have laid out a broad strategy 


that savs that [raq will be as secure as pos- 


sible, that we will deal with those who want 
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to stop the march to freedom. And that’s ex 
actly what's happening in Fallujah. Our com- 
manders on the ground have got the authori- 
ties necessary to take action to help the [raqi 
people realize a free and peaceful society 

And what you must realize is happening 
in a place like Fallujah is, the closer we come 
the more likely it is 
that foreign fighters, disgruntled Ba’athists 
or friends of the Shi'a cleric will try to stop 


to passing sovereignty 


progress. That's what’s happening. They want 
to kill innocent life to try to get us to quit 
And we're not going to. And our military 
commanders will take whatever action is nec- 
essary to secure Fallujah on behalf of the 
Iraqi people 

I'm pleased to—lI had a meeting with Gen- 
eral Abizaid today. He’s the commander in 
charge of the theater. He was reporting that 
there will be joint patrols with Lraqi police 
in Fallujah. Most of Fallujah is returning to 
normal. There are pockets of resistance, and 
we will—our military, along with Iraqis, will 


make sure it’s secure 


Swedish Detainee in Guantanamo Bay 
Q. Mr. President, what will happen to th 


Swedish prisoner at Guantanamo Bay? 
President Bush. The Prime Minister 
the first matter he brought up was the Swed 
ish prisoner. He was very forthright, very 
frank, and very concerned about the pris- 
oner. I told him we want to work closely with 
oul friends We 


countries, and we will do so with Sweden 


have done so with other 


There is a delegation coming over so that 
understand the facts and the 
consequences but the Prime Minister made 


we can fully 


it clear he expects this to be resolved. I made 
it clear to him we want to work with him 
I think that’s an accurate statement 
Prime Minister Persson. It is 
Q. How do you comment on that, Persson? 
Prime Minister Persson. | think it’s ne« 
essary to have that time to reply because he 
I le should be 


released or brought to trial. That is the two 


has been there for 2 years 
alternatives, and we need to come to an end 
with this discussion, and I’ve expressed it 
clearly and had good response from the 
President 

President Bush. 
Reuters]. 


Adam [Adam Entous 
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Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon 
the United States 


©. Yes, thank you, Mr. President. What 


does Vice President Cheney bring to your 


9/11 testimony that you couldn't provide 
alone? And don’t you owe history and the 
9/11 families a transcript or a recording? 
President Bush. What he’s asking about 
is a meeting I'm going to have tomorrow 
morning, talking with this 9/11 Commission 
my attitude and the attitude of the 
Vice President about our country, our secu- 
rity, what happened on that particular date, 
what happened leading up to that. And I look 
forward to the discussion. I look forward to 


about 


giving the Commissioners a chance to ques- 
And it’s a—it will be an 
it will be a good opportunity for 


tion both of us 
ample 
these people to help write a report that hope- 
fully will help future Presidents deal with ter 
rorist threats to the country 

Prime Minister Persson. The Evening 
Star 

President Bush. Evening Star? |Laugh- 
ter| I've never ever heard a leader call a re- 
porter a “star”—{laughter|—except what | 
call Roberts [John Roberts, CBS News]. I 
call him a star 


Discussions With Prime Minister Persson 


Q. Mr. President, you're a Republican and 
our PM is a Social Democrat. What do you 
have in common? What do you not have in 
common? 

President Bush. First of all, we have the 
ability to not talk politics but talk policy 
We've been given great responsibilities, and 
we spend a lot of time talking about our mu- 
tual desire for the world to be peaceful. And 
we understand that free societies are peace- 
ful societies 

One of the great things about the Prime 
Minister is 


1 we 
mouth; he can correct me if I'm wrong, but 


I don’t want to put words in his 
nevertheless—he has this great sense of opti- 
mism that people want to be free and that 
people have the ability to self-govern. And 
to me, it’s a wonderful spirit, and it gives 
us a chance to share our strategies about how 
to spread freedom. 

We talked about a lot of issues. We talked 
about the plight of the people in North Korea 
and the danger of the dictator in North 
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Korea We 


Israeli issue. 


talked about the Palestinian/ 
I reminded him that I was the 
the vision 
No other President has 
ever done that. | Was pleased to do SO be- 
cause I believe that is the best hope for the 
Palestinian people and the best way to pro- 


mote peace. 


first President ever to articulate 
of a Palestinian state 


But no, our discussions—we don’t spend 
any time on politics, you'll be happy to hear. 
We spend time on what’s best for our re spec- 
tive countries and how we can work together 

Prime Minister Persson. We talked about 
all people’s freedom and peace in the whole 
world, and then we touched upon some spe- 
cific 
We 


democrats, and we 


issues that is of mutual interest to us 
both 
are both strongly in favor 


can discuss that because we 
of freedom and building democratic institu- 
That what’s—is what we have in com- 
And then, realize that Eu- 
and Sweden is a part of Europe and 
U.S. are interdependent and we need each 
other for the future good development in the 
world 

President Bush. 


tions 
mon also, we 


rope 


Thank you all 


Note: The President spoke at 11:45 in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks 
he referred to Lakhdar Brahimi Special Adviser 
to the U.N. Secretary-General Mugtada Al Sadi 
Iraqi Shiite leader whose militia engaged In an 
uprising in Iraq in early April John P 
Abizaid, USA, combatant commander, U.S. Cen 
tral Command; and Chairman Kim Chong-il of 


North Korea 


a.m 


Gen 


Statement on the United Nations 
Security Council’s Resolution on 
Weapons of Mass Destruction 
April 28, 2004 


United 
Nations Security Council to urge the cooper- 
ative action of all U.N. members against the 
illicit trafficking of nuclear, chemical, and bi- 
ological weapons. I commend today’s unani- 


Last September, called on the 


mous Security Council resolution, which an- 
swers that call 

It now remains for all member states to 
act on the measures urged by this resolution. 
Member states should enact strict export 


controls, criminalize the proliferation of 
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weapons of mass destruction, and secure all 
related materials within their borders 
Today's resolution is an important achieve- 
ment. We must continue to press these ef- 
forts to ensure that the world’s most destruc- 
tive weapons are kept from the world’s most 
dangerous regimes and organizations 


Remarks Following a Conversation 
With the National Commission on 
Terrorist Attacks Upon the United 
States and an Exchange With 
Reporters 


April 29, 2004 


The President. The Vice President and 
I just finished a good conversation with the 
9/11 Commission. It was wide ranging. It was 
important. It was just a good discussion, and 
I appreciate the members. 

I want to thank the Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman for bringing the Commission here 
and giving us a chance to share views on dif- 
ferent subjects. They had a lot of good ques- 
I'm glad I did it. I'm glad I took the 
This is an important Commission, and 
it’s important that they ask the questions they 
ask so that they can help make recommenda- 


tions 
time 


tions necessary to better protect our home- 
land 
Let me 


It was 


ask 


I enjoyed it. 
answer a couple of questions 


President’s Meeting With the 9/11 
Commission 

Q. Mr. President, what topic did the Com- 
missioners want to spend most of the time 
And were there any subjects that you 
didn’t answer or were advised by your Coun- 


on? 


sel not to answer? 

The President. No, 
by my Counsel not to answer anything. I an- 
swered every question the 2 asked. Re ally 
probab ly best that I not go into the details 
of the conversation. Let them incorporate 
into their report There was a lot of interest 
in—about how to better protect America. In 
other words, they're verv interested in the 


I was never advised 


recommendations that they're 


going to lay 
out, and I’m interested in those as well. 

And we 
{Terence 


discussed a lot of things 
Hunt, 


Terry 


Associated Press|, a lot of 
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subjects, and it was a very cordial conversa- 
tion. I was impressed by the questions, and 
I think it helped them understand how | 
think and how I run the White House and 
how we deal with threats 


John [John King, CNN] 


Joint Appearance With Vice President 
Cheney 


Q. Mr. President, as you know, a lot of 


critics suggested that you wanted to appear 
jointly with the Vice President so that you 
two could keep your stories straight, or some- 
thing—— 

The President. Yes 


—can you tell us what you think of 


the value of appearing together and how you 
would answer those critics? 

The President. Yes. First of all, look, if 
we had something to hide, we wouldn’t have 
met with them in the first place. We an- 
swered al! their questions, and as I say, | 
think I—I came away good about the session, 
because I wanted them to know how I set 
strategy, how we run the White House, how 
we deal with threats. The Vice President an 
swered a lot of their questions— answered all 
their questions. And I think it was important 
for them to see our body language as well 
how we work together. 

But it was— 
will speak for themselves over time. They will 
let you know whether they thought it 


-you know, the Commissioners 


Was 


a fruitful series of discussions. I think th \ 
did. I think thev found it to be useful 
Yes 


Transcript 
Q. Mr. President, don’t you think that the 


families deserve to have a transcript or to 
be able to see what you said? 

The President. Adam |Adam 
Reuters|, you asked me that question yester- 
day 

Q. I'm hoping for an answer today 

The President. I've got the same answer 

Yes 


Entous. 


Al Qaida 


Q. Mr. President, can you say with any 
confidence that there are no Al Qaida 
operatives active in the country today? 

The President. No, | can't say that. 


Apr. 29 


707 


Q. Did the Commission ask you about 
that? 

The President. No, they didn’t. But I'm 
not going to get into any more details about 
what they asked me. I told you I wasn’t going 
to get into details about what they asked me, 
and then I just fell into your trap 

But no, let me talk about vulnerabilities, 
and then I’ve got to get back to work. We 
are still vulnerable to attack. And the reason 
why is, Al Qaida still exists. Al Qaida is dan- 
gerous. Al Qaida hates us. And we have to 
be correct LOO percent of the time in defend- 
ing America, and they've got to be right once 
And therefore, we are vulnerable 

But people need to know, we're working 
are work- 
ing long hours to protect America. We're 


doing the best we can. The best way to secure 


we, the government, at all levels— 


America, however, is to stay on the offensive 
and bring those people to justice before they 
harm America again. And that’s what we’re 
continuing to do. But yes, SO long as there’s 
an Al Qaida enemy that is willing to kill, we 
are vulnerable 


Thank you all 


Note: The President spoke at 1:16 p.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Thomas H. Kean, Chairman, and 
Lee H. Hamilton, Vice Chairman, National Com 
mission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United 


States (9/11 Commission 


Statement on Senate Action 
on the Proposed “Internet Tax 
Nondiscrimination Act” 


April 29, 2004 


I commend the Senate for moving forward 
to expand access to broadband technology 
The “Internet Tax Nondiscrimination Act” is 
an important step toward permanently ban- 
ning access taxes on broadband that will help 
make high-speed Internet services more af- 
fordable, increase the number of broadband 
users, and enhance our Nation’s economic 
competitiveness 
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The President’s News Conference 
With Prime Minister Paul Martin of 
Canada 

April 30, 2004 


President Bush. The Prime Minister and 
I will have some opening comments. We'll 
answer two questions per side 

Mr. Prime Minister, I'm glad 
you're here. I've really been looking forward 
to this meeting because I view it as a meeting 
between friends and allies. 


welcome 


[ really appreciate the Prime Minister's 
clear vision about the world in which we live 
He understands the danger of terror. He 
derstands the opportunity of trade, and he 
understands that we share values that will- 

that < 


human dignity. 


un- 


ire so important the values of freedom, 
We 

appreciate your concern about 
together 
hurt provide medicine s tor those who suffer 


care about the human 
condition 
working help heal those who 
from a disease 

We've It’s 
an important relationship. It’s a crucial rela- 
tionship and it’s one that I look forward to 


with this Prime Min- 


got a good friend Canada 


continuing to nurture 
ister 

Welcome 

Prime Minister Martin. Well, thank you, 
Mr. President. We really did have 


Fon rd discussion 


» avery, very 
We discussed a wide range 


of areas, and we're going to continue over 
- doing it within the context 
fact that we 
share We 
talked and Canada’s 
new national security policy which makes it 
very clear that we're going to defend the 
northern half of North America, and we rec- 
ognize our responsibility to those in the 
United States, with whom we share the con- 


tinent 


lunch. And we're 
of our shared values and 
than a continent 


about national security 


1 
much more 


We discussed a number of issues between 
us. We talked about—we talked about the 
whole question of BSE, mad cow, and I must 
say that the President was very encouraging 


W e also 


[At this point, the Prime Minister spoke in 
Fre neh and no translation ods prot ided | 


We 


a wide 


talked about Haiti. 
range 


We 
And I must say, 


talked about 
Mr 


of issues 
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President, that it’s very clear that Canada and 
the United States, working together, we 
make great progress. 


Can 


Situation in Iraq 
Q. Mr 134 soldiers have died 


in Iraq this month, more than any other 
month. A year after you declared an end to 
major combat, are things getting worse in 
Iraq rather than better? 

President Bush. First, you talk 
about somebody who died in Iraq or in Af- 
ghanistan is a moment for me to thank them 
and their for their sacrifice. And 
their will not go in vain because 
there And 
is in the interests of our two nations 


President, 


any time 


families 
sacrifice 
will be a free Iraq free Lraq 
A free 
Iraq is in the interests of world peace, be- 
cause free societies do not harbor terrorists, 
free societies do not threaten people or 
weapons of mass destruction 

Q. Mr. President—sorry 

President Bush. A year I did give 
the speech from the carrier, saying that we 
had achieved an important obje ctive, that 
we'd accomplished a mission, which was the 
removal of Saddam Hussein. And as a result, 
there are no longer torture chambers or rape 
rooms or Iraq. As a result, 
a friend of terror has been removed and now 
sits in a jail. I also said on that carrier that 
day that there was still difficult work ahead. 

And we've faced tough times in Iraq, Mr. 
Minister. We've had tough 
times. We’ve had some tough fighting, be- 
cause there are people who hate the idea of 
[raq 


use 


ago, 


mass graves 


ae 
Prime some 


a free They're trying to stop progress, 
they understand what 


means to their terrorist ambitions 


because freedom 

And so we're making progress, you bet 
myn a strategy toward freedom. One of 
is to continue to deal with those 
ae are trying to stop the Iraqi people from 
realizing their —— of a 
Whether it be in Fallujah or elsewhere, we 
will deal with Pet those few who a 
ping the hopes of many 

There’s a political strategy, and the Prime 
Minister and I will talk about that over lunch, 
Mr. Brahimi’s mission of putting together an 
entity to which we will transfer sovereignty. 
No, there is a strategy that will he ‘Ip us 
achieve the objective, which is a 


t, of course, 
free 


society 


re stop- 


i free and 
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peaceful country in the heart of the Middle 
East that is desperate for freedom and de- 
mocracy and peace. 


Mad Cow Disease 

Q. Mr. President, you're a rancher. Is 
there any hope—what hope can you offer 
your fellow ranchers in Canada about when 
the border might be open to live Canadian 
cattle? 

President Bush. As soon as possible. My 


administration is committed to a policy of 


free trade when it comes to beef. And we 
had a discussion about that today with—that 
subject today with our respective agricultural 
ministers or secretaries, as we call them here 
And I assured the Prime Minister, I want 
to get this solved as 
quickly as possible And it’s in our nations’ 
interests that live beef be moving back and 
forth. It’s also in the interest to make sure 
we make 
science, which he fully understands 

Q. Mr. President—— 

President Bush. Hold on a second. Steve 
[Steve Holland, Reuters] 


solution—this issue 


decisions based upon sound 


Treatment of Iraqi Prisoners 


Q. What is your reaction to photos of U.S 
soldiers abusing Iraqi prisoners? How are 
you going to win their hearts and minds with 
these sort of tactics? 

President Bush. Yes, | shared a deep dis- 
gust that those prisoners were treated the 
way they were treated. Their treatment does 
not reflect the nature of the American peo- 
ple. That’s not the way we do things in Amer- 
ica. And so I—I didn’t like it one bit 

But I also want to remind people that 
those few people who did that do not reflect 
the nature of the men and women we've sent 
overseas. That’s not the way the people are 
that’s not their character—that are serving 
our Nation in the cause of freedom. And 
there will be an investigation. I think—they'll 
be taken care of. 


Canada’s Role in Iraq 


Q. Mr. President, could you tell us what 
you'd like to see Canada doing on Iraq, both 


diplomatically and in terms, eventually, of 


getting possibly police and troops on the 
ground there? 
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President Bush. My first answer to that 
is, I want to Canada to do what it feels com- 
fortable doing in Iraq. That’s—and that’s 
what I’ve told the Prime Minister before. 
Canada is an independent nation. Canada 
makes—will make its decisions based upon 
her own judgment. The Prime Minister 
shares my deep desire for there to be peace 
in the world, and to the extent that the coun- 
try feels comfortable in helping that, we're 
grateful. 

Canada is doing a lot in Afghanistan. Can- 
ada is doing a lot in Haiti. Canada is a con- 
tributor to reconstruction in Iraq. And I am 
grateful to be able to talk to a friend who 
shares the same goal, which is affecting be- 
havior in a way that’s based upon our values 
of human rights, human dignity, and free- 
dom. And we've got no better partner in un- 
derstanding the power of free societies. 

There’s a lot of people in the world who 
don't believe that people whose skin color 
may not be the same as ours can be free, 
can self-govern. I reject that. I reject that 
strongly. I believe that people who practice 
the Muslim faith can self-govern. I believe 


that people whose skins aren’t necessarily— 
are a different color than white can self-gov- 
ern. 


I don’t want to 
but I think he 
shares that great sense of optimism and pos- 
sibility. And it’s good to have a friend who 
shares that with us 

Would you like to have the First Ladies 


come on up? 


And the Prime Minister 


put words in his mouth- 


Prime Minister Martin. I've got to say, 
though, I really do like sharing a press con- 
ference with you You answer those questions 
perfectly. | Laughter| 

President Bush. Thank you. Record that. 


[At this point, a question was asked and an- 
swered in French, and no translation was 


prot ided. | 


Prime Minister Martin. If you can give 
me just two seconds, I’m going to translate. 
They want it 

President Bush. Some of these guys un- 
derstand French. |Laughter| Raise your 
hand, Gregory [David Gregory, NBC News]. 
[Laughter] 
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[Prime Minister Martin provided a French 
translation. | 


President Bush. Listen, thank you all. 

Come on up, Laura. 

Mrs. Martin. How do you do? 

Prime Minister Martin. Good to see you. 

Mrs. Bush. Prime Minister, welcome. I'm 
SO glad you re here. 

Q. Will the next trip be down at the ranch, 
Mr. President, for the Prime Minister? 

President Bush. This is a nice place, but 
the ranch is even nicer | Laughter] 

Q. You need to teach him to ride. [Laugh- 
ter| 

Prime Minister Martin. I'|| invite him to 
the farm 


NotI 
11:53 


Che President's news conference began at 
the Rose Garden at the White 
House. In remarks, he referred to former 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq Lakhdar 
Brahimi Special Adviser to the U.N. Secretary- 
and Sheila Martin Prime Min 
ister Martin 


a.m in 
his 


General wile of 


Remarks on Signing the Executive 
Order on American Indian and 
Alaska Native Education 

April 30, 2004 


The President. Thanks for coming. Glad 
you all are here. Please be seated. Thank you 
for coming. Welcome. I'm so pleased to have 
so many distinguished leaders in this historic 
place I see a lot of friendly faces here. I 
want you to know it’s a privilege to stand 
with you as we take an important step toward 
a shared objective, improving the education 


of all American Alaska Native 


children. That’s what we're her 


Indian and 
to discuss 
today. It’s an important goal 

Two people are going to be important in 


we'll 


this, in reaching this goal reach it, by 
the way. My attitude is 
a goal and puts our mind to it, we'll meet 
the goal And two people that are going to 
be very important in reaching this goal will 
be the Secretary of the Interior, Gale Norton, 
and the Secretary of Education, Rod Paige, 
both of whom have joined me here today 


Thank you for coming 


when America sets 


I'm also pleased that we're joined by some 
mighty distinguished Members of the United 
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States Congress, two from the Senate and 
three from the House, starting with the 
President pro tem of the Senate, Senator Ted 
Stevens from Alaska—thank you for coming, 
Senator—a member of the Senate Indian Af- 
fairs Committee, Senator Craig Thomas from 
Wyoming the 
three mem- 
bers are with us today, Ken Calvert of Cali- 
fornia, Richard Pombo of California, and 
Dennis Rehberg of the great State of Mon- 
tana. We're glad you're here. I want to thank 
you for taking time. These guys are busy peo- 
ple, but oby iously, they're committed to this 
important goal 

I appreciate the tribal leaders who are 
here. I see leaders from all over the country 
I really appreciate you coming to 


welcome—members of 
House Resources Committee 


you honor 
us with your presence. And you honor us 
with your strong commitment to making sure 
that every child learns. It’s a really important 
part of our mutual responsibility, isn’t it? 
When you're a leader, you've got to set im- 
portant goals and follow through on those 
goals. And I know you share the same goal 
I've got: Every child, not just a few, not just 
some, but every child gets the best possible 
education. That’s what we’re here to discuss 
today 

I want to thank the students who are with 
me on stage. They've set one standard, and 
And they're 
achieving that. They're scholars, high school 


that’s the standard of excellence 


scholars, soon to be university and college 
scholars, who are in town to participate in 
a science bowl. I told them we need more 
scientists in the country, and they picked a 
good area to become an expert, because 
there’s a lot of demand for scientists here 
in this country that is changing because of 
technology 

I want to thank the teachers who are here 
[ appreciate you being a teacher. You know 
Senator, you might not remember, but I was 
the Governor of Texas once. Well, of course, 
you remember, what the heck am I thinking 
[Laughter| But my predecessor was Sam 
Houston. He a Congressman; 
he was the President of the Republic of 
Texas. It’s a pretty big deal when you're the 
President of the Republic of Texas. He was 
the Governor of Texas. They asked him the 
most important thing he ever did in his life. 


was a Senator 
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He 
“Being a teacher.” 
who are 


He 


of you 


didn’t hesitate 
So for those 
» thank you for being 
who > 


He said, “Teacher.” 
said, 
teachers here 
compassionate citizens care 
about the students of our country 
We place a high value on education be- 
cause we understand the importance of edu- 
cation to our future and the importance of 
education to tribal nations. It’s really impor- 
tant we get it right. late 
Sam Ahkeah, the former chairman of the 
Navajo Nation Council, “We must encourage 
our young people to go into education. We 
need thousands of young lawyers and doctors 


deeply 


In the words of the 


and dentists and accountants and nurses and 
is what he You can't be 
educated, if | 
could paraphrase what this great leader said. 
His vision was clear 
here to talk about today 
our visions are clear 
level 

His commitment to education has been 
American Indians and Alaska Na- 
through the generations. Today 
granddaughter, Sharon, is with us. Where are 
you, Sharon, thanks 
There’s nothing better than being a relative 
of a famous person. |Laughter| 
leader here in Washington, DC, following in 
her granddad’s footsteps. So thanks for being 
Welcome 

To improve education for children of every 
background, I was honored to sign what has 
been called the No Child Left Behind Act 
This law challenges what I call the soft big- 
In other 
sometimes people walk into a classroom and 
“Well, that child 
That’s the lowest of low expecta- 
This law basically says we've got a dif- 
ferent mindset in America. We believe every 
child can learn and expect every child to 
learn. 


secretaries,” said. 


one of those unless you're 
And that’s what we're 
to make sure all 


starting at the Federal 


shared by 
tives his 


Sharon? for coming 


Sharon is a 


here 


otry of low expectations words 


see a child and Say gosh, 
can't learn.” 


tions 


That means we've raised standards for 
every child, not just a few 

You know what happens when you have 
low expectations and low standards? People 
just get simply shuffled through the system 
And you know who gets shuffled through, 
the so-called “hard to educate,” 
the inner-city child. 
for 
tude. 


the isolated, 
That’s not good enough 
— and this law changes that atti- 

We've spent more money at the Fed- 
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for the first time, we’re 
“Can you show results?” 
If you expect every child to learn to read 
and write and add and subtract, if you believe 
every child can learn to read and write and 
add and subtract, it makes sense for people 
to show us whether or not every child 


But now, 
asking the question, 


eral level. 


meeting those goals 
The No Child Left Behind Act challenges 
the soft bigotry of low expectations because 
it helps raise the bar, and it helps identify 
proble mse -arly, before the "y re too late. A ter- 
= prob lem we have at time s is that a child 
‘an't learn to read early, doesn’t learn to read 
pone and just gets moved through the sys- 
tem. And then they come out of their schools, 
and they can’t re vad at all. 
stop it now, before it’s too late 
Child Left Behind Act does that. 
The No Child Left Behind 


for every student, 


And we've got to 


And the No 


Act is meant 
not just a few. 
to improve the lives of our American Indian 
children and Alaska Native children 
important part of making sure we 
hopeful future 


It’s going 


It is an 
have a 


It’s also very important that we have peo- 
ple who work hard to make sure the No Child 
Left Behind Act works. One to do so 
is for there to be teacher training. You see 
if we expect children to learn to read and 
write, W 


Way 


e’ve got to use curriculum that work, 
and therefore, we need people who know 
how to teach the curriculum that works 

An accountability system, by the way—I 
but my 


_ how do you know whether or not 


recognize sometimes people fear it, 
attitude is 
you re 


succeeding unless you measure? Or 
how do you know whether the 
vou re 


curriculum 
using works unless you measure? It’s 
as to whether 
or not something that you've got in place is 
working. We 
the things 


not worth guessing anymore 


And one of 
re learning how best to teach, 


need to know, see 
we 
and we need people to teach the teachers 
how to teach. 


And Marilyn 
Where are you, 


Nichols is with us today. 
Marilyn? Oh, there you are. 
Thanks for coming. M: irilyn is a 
an intertribal teacher training program in the 
Haskell Indian Nations University in Law- 
She’s really making a pro- 
found difference in a lot of people’s lives by 
using her skills to train teachers on how to 


she le ads 


rence, Kansas 
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teach. In other words, the effort has got to 
be more than just measuring; the effort has 
got to be a unified effort to help teachers 
follow their hearts and to help make sure that 
every student has got a qualified teacher in 
their classroom. I really want to thank you 
for what you're doing. I appreciate your soul. 
I appreciate your hard work. I also appreciate 
your Clear vision 

And today I’m going to sign an Executive 
order that will build on the No Child Left 
Behind Act. First, I want to thank the tribal 
leaders who have been involved with the 
writing of this order. Secondly, an Executive 
order is, when it’s signed by the President, 
means something. At least it does when this 
President signs it. [Laughter] My order es- 
tablishes a Federal working group, C «haired 
by Secretaries Norton and Paige, with this 
specific mission: to help American Indian 
and Alaska Native children meet the stand- 
ards set by the No Child Left Behind Act. 

This is an important mission. It’s an impor- 
tant mission that will call together elements 
of our Government to put forth a strategy 
This Commission will consult closely with 
tribal leaders. See, we believe people closest 
to the problem are those that can help des- 
ignate the solutions to the problems. It will 
meet with members of my National Advisory 
Indian 


Education, who 


sworn in by Secretary Paige this morning. 


Council on were 
And thank you all for coming 

The Executive order calls on Secretary 
Paige to develop recommendations to im- 
prove the teaching of reading. I'll never for- 
get when I was the Governor of Texas, and 
a woman—I was speaking in Houston—a 
woman walked up and said, “Reading is the 
new civil right.” It’s a powerful statement, 
when you think about it, isn’t it? “Reading 
is the new civil right.” If we’re interested in 
civil rights and human condition and human 
improvement, our kids have got to learn to 
read. And there needs to be a focused strat- 
egy to make sure that that happens that 
that happens 

We've got to strengthen early childhood 
education. What that means is, the best place 
to start is early in a child’s education. The 
truth of the matter is, the first teacher a child 
has is a mom or a dad. And we want our 
parents to understand how important it is to 
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read to their children. But we also want the 
education system to focus early in a child’s 
education. We want them reading. We want 
to dash the false expectations that certain 
children can’t learn to read 

We want to improve preparation for col- 
lege and the workforce. We want there to 
be high high school graduation rates. In other 
words, we're going to raise the standards 
That’s what this Commission is going to do. 
It’s going to work with the leadership to say, 
“How work together to raise the 
standards and expect the best?” 

Under this order, Secretaries Norton and 
Paige will organize a national conference to 


can we 


other 
words, there’s not going to be just a group 
of people huddled in Washington. We're 
going to call in citizens and get input. We 
want what they call community buy-in. We 
want people understanding the mission. We 


discuss ways to meet our goal. In 


also want to make sure we achieve high aca- 
demic achievement while maintaining the 
strong and vibrant tradition of cultural learn- 
ing. Learning to read and honoring a culture 
go hand in hand; they're not mutually exclu- 
sive. And that’s an important part 
plause | 


|ap- 


I told you I’m an optimistic person. I be- 
lieve when America sets a goal and puts our 
mind to it, we can achieve those goals. I also 
know that every parent of every heritage 
shares the great dream of a better life for 
their children. It’s a common dream we all 
have, and it’s an important dream to recog- 
nize as real in all communities. We will con- 
the Federal 
standing commitment to the sovereignty of 
American Indians and Alaska Natives. And 


we will continue our government-to-govern- 


tinue Government's long- 


ment cooperation as we work to meet this 
very vital goal 


So thank you for coming. Thank you for 


giving me the opportunity to share some 
thoughts with you. And thank you for wit 
nessing the signing of this Executive order. 
For those who are part of the authorship, 
I appreciate your input. I appreciate your 
willingness to make your views known 

And now I’m going to sign this Executive 
order. And if the Members of the Congress 
would like to come up and serve as witnesses, 
I'd be honored. 





Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 


[At this point the President signed the Execu- 
tive order. | 


The President. Thank you all for coming 


Note: The President spoke at 1:45 p-m. in Room 
150 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of 
fice Building 


Executive Order 13336—American 
Indian and Alaska Native Education 


April 30, 2004 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and to recognize 
the unique educational and culturally related 
academic of American Indian and 
Alaska Native students consistent with the 
unique political and legal relationship of the 
Federal tribal 
ments, it is hereby ordered as follows 

Section 1. Purpose The United States has 
a unique legal relationship with Indian tribes 
and a special relationship with Alaska Native 
entities as provided in the Constitution of the 
United States, treaties, and Federal statutes 
This Administration is committed to 
tinuing to work with these Federally recog- 


needs 


Government. with govern- 


con 


nized tribal governments on a government 
to-government basis, and supports tribal soy 
ereignty and self-determination. It is the put 
pose of this order to assist American Indian 
and Alaska Native students in meeting the 
challenging student academic standards of 
the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (Pub 
lic Law 107-110) in a manner that is con 
sistent with tribal traditions, languages, and 
cultures. This order builds on the innova 
tions, reforms, and high standards of the No 
Child Left Behind Act of 2001 
stronger accountability for results; greater 
flexibility in the use of Federal funds: more 


including 


choices for parents; and an emphasis on re- 
search-based instruction that works 

Sec. 2. Working 
There is established an Interagency Working 
Group on American Indian and Alaska Na- 
tive Education (Working Group) to oversee 
the implementation of this order. 

a) The Working Group’s members shall 
consist exclusively of the heads of the execu- 


Interagency Group 
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tive branch departments, agencies, or offices 
listed below: 


the Department of Education; 
ii) the Department of the Interior: 
iii) the Department of Health 
Human Services; 


and 


the Department of Agriculture: 

the Department of Justice; 

the Department of Labor; and 

such other executive branch depart- 

ments, agencies, or offices as the Co- 

Chairs of the Working Group may 

designate 

A member of the Working Group may des- 
ignate, to perform the Working Group func- 
tions of the member, an employee of the 
member's department, agency, or office who 
is either an officer of the United States ap- 
pointed by the President, or a full-time em- 
ployee serving in a position with pay equal 
to or greater than the minimum rate payable 
for GS-15 of the General Schedule. The 
Working Group shall be led by the Secre- 
taries of Education and the Interior, or their 
designees under this section, who shall serve 
as Co-Chairs 
b) The function of the Working Group 

is to oversee the implementation of this 
order. The Working Group shall, within 90 
days of the date of this order, develop a Fed- 
eral interagency plan that recommends initia- 
tives, strategies, and ideas for future inter- 
agency actions that promote the purpose, as 
stated in section 1, of this order. In carrying 
out its activities under this order, the Work- 
ing Group may consult with representatives 
of American Indian and Alaska Native tribes 
and organizations, in conformity with Execu- 
tive Order 13175 of November 6, 2000, and 
with the National Advisory Council on Indian 
NACIE 


shall be for the purpose of obtaining informa- 


Education Any such consultations 
tion and advice concerning American Indian 
and Alaska Native education and shall be 
conducted in a manner that seeks individual 
advice and does not involve collective judg- 
ment or consensus advice or deliberation 
Sec. 3. Study and Report. The Secretary 
of Education, in coordination with the Work- 
ing Group, shall conduct a multi-year study 
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of American Indian and Alaska Native edu- 
cation with the purpose of improving Amer- 
ican Indian and Alaska Native students’ abil- 
ity to meet the challenging student academic 
standards of the No Child Left Behind Act 
of 2001 

a) The study shall include 
ited to 


but not be lim- 


i) the compilation of comprehensive 
data on the academic achievement 
and progress of American Indian and 
Alaska Native students toward meet 
ing the challenging student academic 
standards of the No Child Left Be- 
hind Act of 2001 

ii) identification and dissemination of re- 
search based practices and proven 

methods In raising academic achieve- 

ment and, in particular reading 
achievement ol American Indian and 
Alaska Native students 

iii) assessment of the impact and role of 

on the 


development of educational strategies 


native language and culture 
to improve academic achievement 

development of methods to strength 
en early childhood education so that 
Alaska Native 


students enter school ready to learn 


American Indian and 
ind 
\ development of methods to increase 
the high school graduation rate and 
develop pathways to colle Oe and the 
workplace for American Indian and 
Alaska Native students 
Phe Secretary of Education shall develop 
timelines and 
the 


ive nda ay ailable 


an iwenda 1Ti¢ luding proposed 


ongoing activities, for the conduct of 

study that 

to the public on the Internet 
b Phe 


nation with the Working Group shall issue 
a report to the President that shall 


ind shall make 


Secretary of Education, in coordi 


i) provide the latest data available from 
the study 
ll comprehensively ce scribe the edu 
cational status and progress ot Amer 
Alaska Native 
respect to meeting the 
goals outlined in the No Child Left 
Behind Act of 2001 and any other stu- 
dent achievement goals the Secretary 


ican Indian and stu 


dents with 
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of Education or the Secretary of the 
Interior may deem necessary 
report on proven methods for HNproyv - 
ing American Indian and Alaska Na- 
tive student academic achievement: 
and 
iv) update the Federal interagency plan 
of this order. 
Sec. 4. Enhancement of Rese arch Capa- 
bilities of Tribal-Level Educational Institu- 
The Sec retary of Education and the 
Secretary of the Interior shall consult with 
of this 
order and tribally controlled colleges and 


outlined in section 2(b 


tions 
the entities set forth in section 2(a 


universities to seek ways to develop and en 


hance the capacity ol tribal governments 


tribal universities and colleges, and schools 
and educational programs serving American 
Indian and Alaska Native students and com- 
munities to carry out, disseminate, and im 
plement education research, as well as to de- 
velop related partnerships or collaborations 
with non-tribal universities, colleges, and re- 
search organizations 

Sec. 5. National Conference. The Sec 
retary of Education and the Secretary of the 
Interior, in collaboration with the Working 
Group and Federal, State, tribal, and local 
government representatives, shall jointly con 
vene a forum on the No Child Left Behind 
Act of 2001 to identify 


communication collaboration and cooper ra 


means to enhance 


tive strategies to improve the education of 
American Indian and Alaska Native students 
attending Federal, State, tribal 
schools 

Sec. 6. The Department 
of Education shall provide appropriate ad 


and local 


\dministration 


ministrative services and staff support to the 
Working ¢ sroup. W ith the consent of the De 
partment of Education, other participating 
agencies may provide administrative support 
to the Working Group, to the extent per 
mitted by law and consistent with their statu 
tory authority 

Sec. 7. Termination. The Working Group 
established under section 2 of this order shall 
terminate not later than 5 vears from the date 
of this order, unless extended by the Presi- 
dent 

Sec. 8. The Secretary of 
Education and Sec retary ol the Interior shall 


Consultation 


consult the Attorney General as appropriate 
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on the implementation of this order, to en- 
sure that such implementation affords the 
equal protection of the laws required by the 
due process clause of the Fifth Amendment 
to the Constitution. 

Sec. 9. General Provisions 

a) This order is intended only to improve 
the internal management of the executive 
branch and is not intended to, and does not 
create any right, benefit, or trust responsi 
bility, substantive or procedural, enforceable 
at law or equity, by a party against the United 
States 
officers or employees, Or any other person 

b) Executive Order 13096 of August 6 
1998, is revoked 


its agencies or instrumentalities, its 


George W. Bush 


The White House, 
April 30, 2004 
Federal 


Filed with the Office of the 


8:45 a.m., May 4, 2004 


Re giste! 


Note: This Executive order will be publish d in 
the Federal Register on May 5 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Che following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an 
nounced by the Office of the 


not included elsewhere in this issue 


Press secretary ind 


April 24 
In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the 
President had an intelligence briefing 


April 25 
In the afternoon, the President and Mrs 
Bush returned to Washington, DC 


April 26 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Minneapolis MN. While en route aboard Air 
Force One, he had a telephone conversation 
with President Vladimir Putin of Russia to 
D-day 


celebration in France and the situations in 


discuss the upcoming anniversary 
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Iraq, the Middle East, and the Republic of 
Georgia. He then had a telephone conversa- 
tion with King Abdullah II of Jordan to dis- 
cuss King Abdullah’s upcoming visit to Wash- 
2d 
briefing. Upon arrival in Minneapolis, he met 
with USA Freedom Corps volunteer Melissa 
DuBose 

Later in the morning, the President trav- 
eled to Edina, MN, where he attended a Vic- 


tory 2004 luncheon at a private residence 


ington Later, he had an intelligence 


In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. Later, in the Diplomatic 
Reception Room, he participated in a photo 
opportunity with the 2003 and 2004 national 
ambassadors for the March of Dimes 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate James David McGee to be Ambas- 
sador to Madagascar 

The President announced his intention to 
David Michael Satterfield to be 
Ambassador to Jordan 


nominate 


April 27 

In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing Later, he met with Secretary 
of State Colin L. Powell 

Also in the morning, the President had a 
telephone conversation with Prime Minister 
Thaksin Chinnawat of Thailand to express his 
appreciation for Thailand's support in lraq 


and to discuss the situations in Iraq and 
Burma. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Baltimore, MD. Later, he returned to Wash- 
DC 


ington 


April 28 

In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing followed by a National Secu- 
rity Council meeting. Later, he met with Sec- 
retary of Defense Donald H 

In the afternoon, in 150 of the 
Dwight D Executive Office 
Building, the President dropped by a White 
House briefing for regional church pastors 


Rumsfeld 
Room 


Eisenhower 


April 29 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing 

The President announced his intention to 
Barr to be 


nominate Joyce A. Ambassador 


to Namibia 
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The President announced his intention to 
nominate William R. Brownfield to be Am- 
bassador to Venezuela. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate June Carter Perry to be Ambas- 
sador to Lesotho 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Charles P. Ries to be Ambassador 
to Greece 

The President announced his intention to 


Jarrie Walkley to be 


sador to Gabon and to Sao Tome and Prin- 


nominate R A mbas- 


cipe 

The President announced his intention to 
Brehm to be a member 
of the Board of Directors of the African De- 
velopment Foundation 


nominate Edward 


The President announced his intention to 
designate Jo Ann Johnson as Chairman of the 
National Credit 
Board 


The President announced his intention to 


Union Administration 


designate Jack Martin as Acting Director of 


the Selective Service System 

Che President announced his intention to 
ck signate Linda Morrison Combs as Chief 
Officer of the 
lransportation 


Financial Department of 

The President declared a major disaster in 
New Mexico and ordered Federal aid to sup- 
pl ment State and local recovery efforts in 
the area struck by severe storms and flooding 


on April 2—]] 


April 30 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 


ligence briefing. He also had a telephone 


conversation with Prime Minister R« cep 


Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey to discuss efforts 
to settle the conflict in Cyprus 

In the afternoon, in the Residence, the 
President had lunch with Prime Minister 
Paul Martin of Canada. Later, in the Oval 
Office, he met with President Oscar Berger 
of Guatemala 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Frances Fragos Townsend as Assist- 
ant to the President and Homeland Security 
Advisor 
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Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 


The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For 
eign Service olficers 


Submitted April 26 


James D. McGee, 
of Florida 


Foreign Service 


a career member of the Senior 
class of Counselor. to be 
Extraordinary and Pleni 
potentiary ol the United States of America 
to the Republic of Madagascar 


Ambassado1 


John D Negroponte 

of the District of Columbia, to be Ambas- 
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to Iraq 


David Michael Satterfield 

of Virginia, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 


Withdrawn April 26 


Br idley D. Belt 

of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the Social security Advisory Board for a 
term expiring September 30 2008, vice Stan- 
ford G. Ross, term expired which were sent 
to the Senate on September 3, 2003, and Jan- 
uary 21, 2004 
Submitted April 29 


Joyce A. Bar 

of Washington, a career member of the Sen 
ior Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to 
Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Namibia. 


be Ambassador 


Edward Brehm 

of Minnesota, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the African Development 
Foundation for a term expiring November 
13, 2007, vice Cecil James Banks, term ex- 
pired 
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William R. Brownfield 

of Texas, a career member of the Senior For 
eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to 
Extraordinary Pleni 
potentiary ol the United States of America 
to the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 


be Ambassador and 


June Carter Perry 

of the District of Columbia, a career member 
of the Senior Foreign Service, class of Coun 
Extraordinary and 
United States of 
America to the Kingdom of Lesotho 


selor, to be Ambassador 


Plenipotentiary of the 


Charles P. Ries 

of the District of Columbia, a career member 
of the Senior Foreign Service, class of Min 
to be 
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
States of America to Greece 


Extrao1 


Unite d 


ister-Counselor Ambassador 


R. Barrie Walkley 

of California, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni 
potentiary ol the United States of America 
to the Gabonese Republic and to serve con 
currently and without additional compensa 
tion as Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni 
potentiary ol the United States of America 
to the Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and 
Principe 
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The following list contains releases of the 


entries in the 
Other White House Announcements 
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items nor covered by 


Released April 26 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec 
retary Scott McClellan 
Statement by the Press Secretary 
dent in North Korea on April 22 


Train Acci 


Released April 27 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Scott McClellan 


Released April 28 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Scott McClellan 


Fact sheet: President Bush Signs Biodefense 
for the 21st Century 


Released April 29 


Transcript ota press briefing by Press Sec- 
retarv Scott McClellan 


Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to New Mexico 


Released April 30 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec 
retary Scott McClellan 


Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 1274, H.R 
2489, H.R. 3118, and H.R. 4219 





Acts Approved 
by the President 


Approved April 30 


H.R. 1274 Public Law 108-221 

lo direct the Administrator of General Ser 
ices to convey to Fresno County, California 
the existing Federal courthouse in that coun- 
a 


H.R. 2489 / Public Law 108-222 
Cowlitz Indian Tribe Distribution of Judg- 
ment Funds Act 


H.R. 31158 
To designate the Orville Wright 
Building and the Wilbur Wright 
Building in Washington, District of Colum- 
bia 


Public Law 108-223 
Federal 


Fe¢ leral 


H.R. 4219 / Public Law 108-224 
Surface Transportation 
2004, Part I 


Extension 
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